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The following Sermons 
Are infcribed 

TO 

The Memory of 
* JOBN HOWARDEfy F. R. S* 

To whom 

They were originally intended 

To have been dedicated ; 

Whofe unwearied Endeavours 

To relieve the diftreffed captive 

In every Clime and Country, 

Juftly entitled him 

To the Appellation of 

The PRISONER'S FRIEND: 

And 



And \ybo, 
In purfuing the fame plan 

Of Benevolence, 
t M Jpngth fell 3 Sacrifice 
To his Humanity 
At Cherfon , on the Black Sea, 
January 20. 1790; 
To (hew Mankind 
That jn tlje Eye of Providence 
Not a long life, 
. ' But an happy d^ath, 
Is the reward 
of" 
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PREFACE. 

APerufal of the travels 
and benevolent labors 
of Mr. Howard gave rife to a 
train of Sentiments, which, in 
the following publication, the 
Author has attempted to pur- 
fue. It is evident from the 
authentic accounts, given by 
that humane man, of theftate 
and manner of confinement, 
in prifons, that their Inhabi- 
tants are the raoft miferable 
as well as the moft helplefs of 
Mankind ; it is certain, alfo> 
that they are the moft aban- 
doned. It was not his intend 
tion, neither would it be con- 
a fiftent 



vi Preface* 

*fifteht%ith policy of propri- 
ety, to rendertheir Situations 
fo commodious, as to take 
away the Idea of pumfhment. 
But, furely, it muft be the 
jWifli of every feeling heart, 
t arid particularly of thofe, who 
tprofefe themfelves followers 
.of the? companionate Saviour 
pf the world, W rembve every 
obftacle out : of the way of re- 
formation; to confult the 
fpiritnalm .well as the bodily 
health of thofe wjio are un- 
*kr confinement, and to pro- 
motei ,tha£ iferjous thought and 
r^<?#^ among- them which 
may uJtimateiy conduce to 
/render tjiem ufeful mejrnbers 
L<rf Society !her£, - and joyful 
\) : ;- ExpfecV- 
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Expectants of Happinefs here- 
after. Speaking of the treat- 
ment of prifoners in Switzer- 
land, Mr, Howard fays, * 
" The principal Objeft here 
*.' is to make them better men. 
" This indeed mould be the 
" leading view in every Houfe 
'* of Correction. As rational 
" and immortal Beings, we 
" owe this to them ; nor can 
" any criminality of theirs, 
"juftifyowr neglect in thefe 
" particulars." 

How very beneficial thefe 

refearches of Mr. Howard 

have been, are too well known 

to be recounted ; nor would 

a 2 the 

* Append, to the State of the Prifoni. P. 89. 



viii Preface. 

the Author of the following 
pieces of Inftru&ion have 
ventured to have taken up his 
pen, had he not thought it 
the duty of every Chriftian, 
much more of every Chriftiari 
Minifter, to fecond, to the 
utmoft of his Abilities, fo 
glorious an Example. Let it 
not be faid, that the Object is 
too large to hope for Succefs. 
The World is ftill larger ; 
and yet the Founder of our 
Religion fent forth his difci- 
pies to teach, or make con- 
verts of, all nations. In our 
prifons are collected, within 
a fmall compafs, men of the 
moft unprincipled, and often 
infamous, Characters. They 

appear, 
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appear, however, under the 
moft favorable circumftances 
for Inftru&ion ; for they have 
been flopped in the midft of 
their career, and are fuffering 
the penalties which they have 
juftly incurred. At this time, 
therefore, the Voice of Ad- 
monition is moft likely to be 
attended to. The bleffing of 
God may accompany the Jef- 
fon of the teacher, and he 
who was received into Goal 
.a man of the worft morals, 
may be returned into Society 
with a difpofition to good, 
and a refolution to live bet- 
ter for the future. 

No method appears more 
a 3 likely 
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likely to anfwer this good 
purpofe, than the confinement 
of criminals in feparate apart- 
ments, which has been re- 
commended by Mr. Howard, 
and is already adopted, with 
good Effect, in many places 
of this kingdom. It will, no 
doubt, be found the Intereft 
of the counties in general, as 
well as of individual towns, 
to follow this mode of pu- 
nifhment. I have lately feen 
with great fatisfa&ion two 
prifons, almoft completed, 
with every accommodation 
of this nature ; I mean, at 
Oxford and at Manchefter ; 
and I hope it will not be 
long, before other places will 

follow 
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follow the Example of thefe, 
fo eminent for learning arid 
for commerce. 

When theprifoner is de- 
barred from the Society of 
every other perfon, it is likely 
that he will turn his thoughts 
upon himfelf. A fucceflion 
of days and hours in Solitude, 
at firft, perhaps, will make 
him heavy and dejected. 
This is the moment for Iri- 
ftru&ion. In the prefent age 
there are few, even among 
the common People, who are 
not able to read. He may 
be induced, therefore, to cbn- 
fider it as a reward for good 
behaviour, and an agreeable 

com- 
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companion in his folitary 
moments, to have a book put 
into his hands ; and as he 
reads and meditates on ferious 
things, there is every reafon 
to hope,, that his heart will 
be corrected, and that in 
every refpeft he will become 
a new man. 

Upon Enquiry I find, that 
there are very few books, ad- 
dreffed particularly to con- 
fined Criminals. Roffell's 
Prifoner's Direftor, and Dr. 
Dodd's Thoughts, are almoft 
the only publications, at lead 
of modern date, which I could 
hear of, tho* I applied for this 
purpofe to the Reverend Mr. 

Vilettc, 
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Vilette, Ordinary of Newgate, 
who obligingly offered to 
communicate any Informa- 
tion I might wifh for ; and 
even thefe, he informed me, 
were very felctom, ufed by the 
Prifoners. The riot and dif- 
fipation, indeed, which, to 
the difgrace ofourpolke, are" 
differed to prevail in the- 
generality of prifons, mult 
counteract the advantages 
which might arife from books 
of the moft allowed Utility ; 
arid a well difpofed prifoner y 
thus endeavouring to improve 
his time, would, I fear, in. 
many of our Goals, find him- 
felf the Objecl; of contempt 
and ridicule from the profli- 
gate 
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gate and hardened. But a 
vigilant Attention in Sheriffs 
and Magiftrates would cer- 
tainly diminifh, if it cannot 
wholly remove, thefe Evils ; 
and furely they would be well 
rewarded, if they could but 
be inftrumental in forming a 
firigle penitent, and thus de- 
riving upon themfelves the 
Mejing of him that is ready to 
perifli. 

; That fuch Expectations are 
not wholly chimerical, may 
be inferred from Mr. How- 
ard's Account of the prifons 
in Holland. " In molt of the 
«* prifons for Criminals, he 
" fays, there are fo many 

rooms, 
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u rooms, that each prifoner 
11 is kept feparate. They ne- 
" ver go out. of their rooms : 
u each has a bed-ftead, ftraw 
" and coverlid. — Great care 
M is taken to give them moral 
*' and religious Inftruclion, 
w and reform their manners, 
for their own and the pub- 
lic good. The Chaplain 
does not only perform pub- 
" lie worfhip, but privately 
" inftru&s the prifoners, ca- 
" techizes them every week, 
" &c.and I am well informed 
'•\many of them come ouj 
" fober and honeit." * 

From the fanction of this 

Example 

-* State of tb« prifons, SeA. 4, 
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Example I may be permitted 
to obferve, that a reformation 
in our prifons muft depend, 
\n a great meafure, on the af- 
fiduity and zeal of the Chap- 
lains. It has never been my 
Jot to execute this part of the 
Clergyman's duty : but it ap- 
pears to me a very interesting 
dlnd important Employment. 
My Brethren of that denomi- 
nation will pardon me if I re- 
peat what Mr. Howard has 
Jfo well expreffed ; and as he 
•has informed us, that in Eng- 
land there are few prifons 
without a Chaplain, fo I fin- 
qerely hope that they may be 
all in fa£l fuch as he here de- 
fcribcs; *" A Chaplain Ihould 
... . , . "be 
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" be in principle a chrijlian % 
te one who will not content 
" himfelf with officiating in 
" public ; but will converfe 
" with the prifoners ; admo- 
«* nifli the profligate ; exhort 
" the thoughtlefs ; comfort 
" the fick ; and make known 
" to the condemned thatmer- 
" cy, which is revealed in 
« the Gofpel." * 

To afford fome ufeful re- 
flections in folitary confine- 
ment, to give hope to the 
afflicted heart, and to confirm 
the penitent in his refolutions 
of amendment, is the Object 
of the following Sermons. 
That mode of Inftru&ion was 
b pre- 

'• State of the prifons, Seft. 3. 



xviii Preface. 

preferred, as giving, a better 
opportunity of perfonally ad- 
drefling the criminal, and 
Ipeaking more forcibly to his 
hopes and fears. The Sub- 
jects, here chofen, are more 
general than the Author 
could have wiflied, but if 
thefe mould be found ufeful, 
he may, with the divine bleff- 
ing, purfue the plan here de- 
fcribed, and treat more parti- 
cularly of thofe offences 
which from their influence 
on the happinefs of Society, 
are principally cognizable by 
human laws. If a wilh to 
promote the welfare of this 
unhappy portion of my fellow 
creatures, ifadefireoftarwm^ 
many to righteoujnefs, be any 

apology 
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apology for an imperfeft per- 
formance, fuch muft be mine, 
for offering to the public the 
refult of a few ferious mo- 
ments of reflection. 



While the laft of thefe pa- 
pers were in the prefs, the 
melancholy Intelligence of 
Mr. Howard's death, arrived ; 
a circumftance which muft 
excite, in all the admirers of 
his exalted virtues, the liveli- 
eft expreflions of forrow. To 
delineate a character which 
all the world beholds with 
veneration, would be pre- 
emption: not to acknow- 
ledge the Obligations of the 
prefent age to him, would be 
Ingratitude. The ftoried 
b2 ; Column 
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Column or the marble Buft 
may be juftly due from a 
people fenfible of his peculiar 
merits, but the heft record 
of his praife is inferibed in 
the Book of Life, and in the 
hearts of the diftreffed captive, 
the folitary prifoner, or the 
forrowful lazar, whofe Infirm- 
ities either of mind or body 
have been relieved by his be- 
nevolence. It may he faid of 
this excellent man as of the 
good Jonas, « The remem- 
brance of him is like the compo>- 
ftion of the perfume made by the 
art of the Apothecary : itisfzveet 
as honey in all mouths, and as 
Mufic at a Banquet of wine. 

J. B. 

Stockton upon tees. 
March 19, 1790. 
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THE PRISONER OF HOPE. 



Zech. IX. 12. 

Turn ye to the Stronghold, yt 
Prifoners of Hope— 

IN addrefling an Audience under 
the peculiar circumftances of that 
now before me, it is neceffary, that 
the great truihs of Chriftianity fhould 
be inculcated with fincerity, and 
that the hearts of all the prifonersi 
of hope fhould be ready to receive 
them. Never are we more in need 
of divine confolations, than when 
we begin to feel the preffure of Ca- 
B lamity ; 
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lamity : and never does calamity 
more grievoufly afflift us, than when 
it is the confequence of Guilt. Un- 
der thefe cir-cumflances, it may well 
be prefumed, that your hearts are 
now foftened, that your prefent Si- 
tuation hath imprefled itfelf flrongly 
upon your minds, and that, in the 
true Spirit of devotion, each of you 
is ready to exclaim, My Soul long- 
eth, yea even fainteth for the courts 
of the Lord, my heart and my flcfh 
cry out for tire living God. * 

Left at leifure to meditate on a 
variety of Scenes, now pad and 
gone, and which cannot be recalled, 
it is natural for the mind to turn 
inward on itfelf. Confcience will 
take the advantage of Solitude, to 
place before our Eyes a train of 
Images, which, it was our wilh, ne- 
ver to have feen again. From the 
moll diftant corners of the world, 

from 

* Pfalm Ixxxiv. 2. 
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the deepefl receffes of th<? defert, 
from the bowels of the earth, it 
brings forth witneffes of our Guilt. 
When all around us is buried in 
darknefs and obfcurity, it darts into 
our cell a penetrating ray, and pre- 
fents before us an Objeft of Horror 
and difmray. Can any hide himfelf 
in fecret places, that I fliall not fee 
him, faith the Lord ? Do not I fill 
Heaven and Earth, faith the Lord ? * 

Within thefe Walls, tho' fhut out 
from the reft of the world, are yet 
to be found men of various tempers 
and difpofitions. Some, I fear, 
hardened and hackneyed in atroci- 
ous crimes, are brought hither with- 
out any Senfe of duty or religion, 
having no hope and without God in 
the world. + Some, better educated 
and inftru&ed, fufFer the fame dif- 
grace from the violence of tempta- 
tion, and the influence of corrupt 
B 2 paifioh. 

* Jer. xxiii. 24. f Eph. ii. i-fl. 
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paflion. Some too—may I prefume ? 
—misfortune hath brought hither : 
a train of confequences, which, per- 
haps, could neither be forefeen nor 
prevented, hath placed thefe unhap- 
py mourners in this melancholy Si- 
tuation. While, therefore, I endea- 
vour with the terrors of the Lord to 
perfuade others, with thefe I mud 
drop the fympathizing tear ; muft 
refer them to the comforts of Him, 
who came to heal the broken-heart- 
ed, to proclaim liberty to the cap* 
tives, and the opening of the prifon 
to them that are bound. * 

May the divine Spirit of Gracfc 
make me diligent to teach, and you 
attentive to hear ! . 

The condition of Sinners is, in 
the language of the Prophets, fre- 
Guently compared ^to that of Pri- 
(oners, confined in chains and dark* 

nefs. 

• Ifaiah lx. r. 



s 
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nefs. Both are fallen from a hap- 
pier Situation, and both are refer- 
ved for punifhment. The Text, 
under this fenfe, endeavours to 
refcue from deftru£tion the unhappy 
Sufferers, and by removing from 
them the weight oi Sin, introduce 
to them the comforts of Hope — 
turn ye to the Jtrong-hold, ye prif on- 
ers of Hope. The Hope, here pro- 
mifed, is the hope of everlafting life : 
and the Strong-hold, here recom- 
mended, is the Saviour of the world, 
in whofe Gofpel all the means of 
Salvation are revealed. By the 
-blood of thy covenant, fays Zechaii- 
ah, t that is, by virtue of the cove- 
nant, fealed with the blood of Chrift, 
I have fent forth the prifoners out of 
the pit wherein is no water, I have 
delivered mankind from the bond- 
age of Sin ; and £atan. J 'He then 
proceeds, turnye to the Strong-hold, 
ye prifoners oj hope —look upon the 
* B 3 rock 

f ix. 11. % Louth's Conn 
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rock of your Salvation, and tha 
rock is, Chrifi. He will deliver yo 
in the time of trouble, and will nc 
fiiffer his promifes to fail. In th 
old Teltament, this is the graciou 
Meflage to the affli&ed prifoner- 
Thus Taith the Lord, In an accept 
able time I have heard thee and in 
day of Salvation I have helped the* 
find I will preferve thee, and giv 
thee for a covenant of the people, thj 
thou mayefi. fay to the pnfoners, G 
forth, and to tnofe that are in darl 
nefs, Shewyourfelves. + Andinth 
new Teftament, the MefTenger hin 
felf invites them with words th; 
cannot be heard by the affli&e 
without emotion, Come unto m« 
all ye that labor and are heavy 1; 
den, and I will give you reft. % 

To thofe who liye in a land < 
Chriftians, however they may ha^ 
been mis-led by Error, or deceive 

\ I£ xlix> 9. % Mat. xx, 1%. 
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fey Sin, it cannot be unknown, that 
a revelation has been given from 
Heaven, for the Inftru£Hon of man- 
kind. A little further Enquiry will 
inform them, that this revelation 
was delivered by a Law-giver, who 
was Himfelf not only a Sacrifice for 
Sin but alfo an Enf ample of godly 
life. The whole Eflence of the 
Chriitian religion is contained in 
this defcription ; a religion, which, 
above all others, recommends itfelf 
to mankind by this peculiar diftinc- 
tion, that it's Author was the pattern 
of the pureft manners ; that he pro- 
mifed to accept thefincere, tho'im- 
perfe£l obedience of his followers ; 
and not pnly to deliver the truly 
penitent from the puniQiment due 
to Sin, but to admit them to the 
glorious liberty of the Sons of God, 

This religion was not unconneft- 
ed with former Syftems of divine 
Inftru&ion. It comprehends the 
whole range of creation ; and as its 

tirft 
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firfl glimmerings appeared with our 
firft parents in paradife, foits light, 
through fucceeaing ages, continued 
to increafe more and more unto a 
perfeft day, and will continue with 
increafing luftre till the refurre&ion 
of the juit. 

While the world was yet young, 
Sin entered ; and wide and deftruc- 
tive has been its progrefs, But the 
difobedience of our firft parents was 
not without remedy. God fent his 
ownSon, the brightness of his Glory 
and the exprefs Image of his perfon,* 
to redeem us from the malignity of 
Sin. If by one mans difobedience, 
the Apoftle argues, Death reigned 
by one, much'more they who receive 
abundance of Grace and of the Gift 
of righteoufnefs, {hall reign in Life 
by one, Chrift Jefus : therefore as by 
the offence of cfne (or one offence, 
namely, Adam's eating the forbid- 
den 

* Heb. i. 
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den fruit) Judgment came upon all 
men to condemnation ; even fo by 
the righteoufnefs of one (or one a£l 
of Righteoufnefs, namely, the Death 
of Chrift upon the Crofs) the free 
Gift came upon all men unto Jufti- 
fication of Life. For as by one 
man's difobedience many (that is, 
the Many, or all men) were made 
Sinners, fo by the Obedience of one 
lhall many (that is, all men) be 
made righteous, f 

Melancholy is it to reflefil upon 
the Sins that in all ages have pre- 
vailed in the world. The Powers 
of the human mind, were often 
too weak to oppofe the Encroach- 
ments of corrupt Inclination. But 
religion fupplies thefe deficiencies' 
of nature ; and when we hear the 
Apoltle earneftly enquire O wretch- 
ed man that I am, who fhall deliver 
me from this body of death ? this 
weight of mifery, with which I am 

oppreffed, 

f Rom. v. 16. See Locked Annot. 
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opprefled, the unhappy confequence 
of accumulated Guilt ? — we are 
enabled with him to anfwer, I thank 
God — or rather, The Grace of God 
thro* Jefus Chrift our Lord. There- 
fore, as St. Paul proceeds, there is 
now no condemnation t6 them 
which are in Chrift Jefus, who walk 
not after the flelh but after the 
Spirit. * 

The refult of this reafoning can- 
not but be evident to the meaneft 
and mod uninformed underftanding. 
The true profeflion of Chriftianity, 
the true Faith in Chrift. is that which 
removes the Guilt of Sin, and by 
'which we can fay, there is now no 
condemnation to them that are in 
Chrift Jefus. 

Religion, a ftate which I fear moft 
of you have never known, now in- 
vites you to receive her comforts. 

With 

* Ronuvii. *4, 25, k v'Au 1. 
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With earneftnefs fte beckons yoa 
to her fide, and addreffes you with 
the voice of Supplication, This is 
the way, walk you in it. + But 
Chriftianity, my unhappy Brethren, 
confifts not in a fet ot fpeculative 
opinions. It is not an affent alone 
to any doflrine that will fave you. 
That book, in which the Will of 
God is revealed to mankind, holds 
forth a train of moral duties, which 
the Author of our religion requires 
us, under the fevered penalties, to 
perform. How many of thefe you 
nave violated, your own hearts can 
beft inform you. Certain it is that 
the recollection muft make every 
nerve to tremble, every Soul to 
fhrinL Look back upon your mi- 
ferable lives, and re fleft how often 
you have broken every band of hu- 
man Society, how often the duties 
you owed to God, your Neighbours, 
and yourfelves, have been tranf- 

grefTed ; 

f If. XXX, 21. 
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grefled ; then^—enter into the rock, 
and hide thee in the dull, for fear of 
the Lord, and for the Glory of his 
Majefty. t 

It is not neceffary to enumerate 
the various crimes which men are 
capable of committing. The heart 
is deceitful above all things and de- 
fperately wicked: who can know 
it ? Yes, God fearcheth the heart : 
he trieth the reins. J Unto him all 
hearts are open, all defires known, 
and from him no fecrets are. hidden. 
All things are naked and open to 
the Eyes of him with whom we have 
to do. § Need we a Itronger argu- 
ment, to prove the Truth of this 
Affertion, than that which now ap- 
peals before us ? Your fecret Sins 
hath he difcovered, your crimes 
hath he made manifeft as the day. 
And tho' religion afTures us, that 
every man's offences, however veiled 

from 

+ If. iL ro. X Jer. xvii. 9, 10. § Hek. iv. 13. 
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from human fight, are flill before 
the Eyes of God ; yet your tranf- 
greffions, for wife reafons, have been 
made public ; to inftruft you that 
you owe the world a recompence 
for the Offences you have commit- 
ted againft it: and that if your Ex* 
amples, however affli&ing to your- 
felves, may but conduce to detej 
others from purfuing the fame peril- 
ous paths ; or your prefent punifh- 
ment prove the means of refcuing 
your own Souls from future deftruc- 
tion, happy may you efleem the day 
in which you were doomed to cap- 
tivity and chains. 

Turnyc, then, to the Strong-hold, 
ye prifoner s of hope. — Ye captives of 
Sin and Satan ! endeavour to extri- 
cate yourfelves from your prefent 
fevere bondage, by becoming the 
Servants of Him, whofe Service is 
perfect freedom. In undertaking fo 
confiderable a change, you are not 
left without Inftru&ion. Teachers 
C • and 
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and Laws are both at hand. You 
are intreated with the Voice of 
Love, and threatned with the rod 
of punifhment. You have every 
thing to gain ; for, in your prefent 
unhappy circumftances, you cannot 
fall lower in this world, and mtfer- 
able mull be your Expe&ation in 
the other. 

But perhaps you imagine, that 
when the current of Life is Hopped, 
all fenfation and remembrance <;eafe 
with it — that the Grave is the 
boundary of Exiftence, and that the 
profpefts of a future world, whether 
of Happinefs or Mifery, are the 
mere paintings of fancy, the fports 
of the imagination, the dreams of 
the credulous. Before you can 
bring yourfelves to believe this,_you 
muftdiveft your Minds of the faculty 
of thought ; you muft debafe your 
reafon below that of the moft unin* 
formed Savage ; and by an Effort, 
much greater than that which would 

have 
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liave eftabli&ed your Faith, you 
rauft totally appeafe or annihilate 
the checks of conference. Recoi- 
led that the raoft learned men in 
every age of the world, as well at 
thofe who have been born in Soli- 
tude, and nurtured m defer* s, that 
even thofe who have never heard 
of the name of Chrilt^ and whofe 
correspondence with civilized na- 
tions is fo remote, that it cannot be 
traced, are yet convinced, that there 
will be fome future State of Exifl> 
.ence ; and an Argument will appear 
before you, why you fhould do the 
fame— unJefe, in fpite of every ra- 
tional principle, you are refolvedto 
continue the Slaves of Prejudice 
and Error. Nay more, upon CfariCK 
i an authority I may go on to obferve* 
when a revelation is given you* 
which proves this point beyond all 
difpute ; a revelation* in which Ijtfo 
and Immortality are made manifeft 
as the day, what anfwer can you 
then make, if you perfift in Vice, 
G 2 and 
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and grow hardened in Iniquity? 

As ye are prifoners then, become 
prifoners of hope. Be not moved 
away from the hope of the Gofpel * 
by any allurements of the world, or 
any temptation of the Devil. A 
good man would not forego the 
Hope that is laid up for him in 
Heaven, + for all the Enjoyments 
of Life. Be good and virtuous, 
then, that, like him, ye may have 
hope. Take for your defence the 
whole Armour of God, and for an 
Helmet the hope of Salvation : J 
for the Grace of God, that bringeth 
Salvation, hath appeared unto all 
men, teaching us, tnat denying Un- 
godlinefs and worldly lufts, we 
ihould live foberly, righteoufly and 
godly in this prefent world ; looking 
for tnat blefTed hope, and the glori- 
ous appearing of the great God, and 
our Saviour Jefus Chrift, who gave 

himfelf 

• Col. i. 23. f Col. i. 5. t * ThefT. v. 8. 
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himfelf for us, that he might redeem 
us from all Iniquity, and purify un- 
to himfelf a peculiar people, zealous 
of good works. * 

In every age of human life and 
in all the variety ot circumftances 
. which attend it, Hope is our great 
Support. Without this, we could 
never rife from Infancy to Man- 
hood, from Manhood to Old Age ; 
never could we bear the Sorrows 
and Affli&ions to which our nature 
is liable, nor ever turn afide the 
{harp arrow of Adverfity. The hope 
of temporal Happinefs will often 
fuppoft us under the weight of tem- 
poral calamity. The principle then 
is good, if it be applied to the beft 
purpofes. But it our hope termi- 
nate in worldly Enjoyments, it will 
fail in bringing forth the fruits that 
might be expe&ed from it. When 
we are oppreffed. by the hand of 
C 3 mif- 

* Tit, ii. it, 12, 13, 14. 
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misfortune, degraded from the Sta- 
tion which we once held In life* 
and deprived of all poflible means 
of recovering our former diftinft* 
ions, Hope of worldly Honors will 
be lefs fubftantial than the morning 
Cloud. There is, however, a hope 
that will fupport us even in thefe 
circumflances, a hope that will (hed 
over the Soul the Influence of gen- 
tle Peace and found Content, even 
the Hope of everlafting Life. Re- 
ligion is the Angel that brings this 
Hope towards us, that points to- 
wards the opening Heavens, and, as 
ihe once did to the Martyr Stephen, 
.fliews us Jefus Handing at the right 
hand of God.* His kingdom, as 
his Gbfpel repeatedly affures us, is 
not of this World ; therefore, if we 
would make him our King, and in* 
herit the kingdom prepared for the 
righteous, we mud rife above every 
worldly Efijoyiiient, we muft cleanfe 

our 

• Afis vii. $s- 
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our hearts from all filthinefs of Flefh 
ftnd Spirit, and perfeft Holinefs in 
the fear of God. t 

With this profpeft, what are th* 
World's Affli&ions ? what aTe the 
temporal diftrefTes of Mankihd? 
Do not our hearts renounce all thfe 
Vanities of Life ? Do we not feel 
our Souls receive new vigor from 
this lively hope ? Do we not abhor 
our former wicked lives, and tefcrlvfe 
to make ourfelves worthy, by means 
of this Saviour, to become Inheri- 
tors With the Saints in light ? Oh ! 
that there were fuch an heart ill 
you, that you would prefs with an- 
xiety towards the prize of the High 
Calling of God in Chrift Jefus! % 
that you would think your fettetfs 
the happy means of conducing you 
to Heaven, and that you could fay 
iftith St. Paul, I rejoice in the hope 
of Ifrael, tho bound with this Chain:§ 

Ineed 

f 2 Cor. vii. x. $ Phil. iii» 14. J A&f xxviii. 20 
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I need not point out to you the 
Miferies of his Situation who is 
without hope. He has neither refo- 
lution to undertake, npr fteadfaft- 
xiefs to accompliQi, any aftion which 
may improve his condition. Led 
by no laudable motive, looking for*, 
ward to no reward, he wanders upon 
the Earth in the bitternefs of his 
Soul. Affii&iqn comes upon him, 
but he bears it not : Temptation 
beckons him to evil, and he refills 
not the invitation. Liftlefs and ir- 
refolute, his mind gradually finks 
within him ; every good principle 
takes its departure from his heart, 
and leaves him a prey to the violence 
of evil Inclination, till he becomes 
faft bound in the captivity of Sin, 
the unhappy Child of Mifery and 
Defpair. 

Purfue him one flep farther, and 
paufe on his irrevocable doom- 
even to the worm that dieth not 
and, the fire that never fhall be 

quenched* 
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cjuenched. * If Jiis life was without 
one ray of Hope, what {hall we ; fey 
to the dreadful profpeft of his fu- 
ture Exiftence? What can give 
comfort in that place— 

" Where Peace 
u And reft can never dwell, hope 

" never comes 
" That comes to all, but torture 

" without End 
« Stilt urges"?- t 

. If we can imagine a place of per- 
petual punifhment, a condition 
vhich will never end, where we 
muft. receive retribution for : the 
things done in the body, furely we 
mult be ftruck with horror, and en* 
deavour with all our power to avoid 
fo wretched, fo intolerable a Sate. 
To have no hope either in this world 
or the next !— dreadful thought ! 
enough to roufe the attention ofthe 

raoft 

•Mark ix. 44- t Milton's Par. loft B. x. V. 65, 
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moft inconfiderate, and make the 
greateft Sinrier tremble. 

Knowing, therefore, thefe terrors 
of the Lord, f let me pzrfua&e you, 
before it be too late, to repent of all 
your Sins, that Iniquity may not be 
your ruin. \ God, of his Gbodnefs, 
hath checked you in the midft of 
your career of wickednefs, that you 
may have time to put away the evil 
of your doings, and thro* the merits 
of your Saviour, regain the happy 
privileges of the children of his 
kingdom. Seize with earneftneft 
the opportunity that is now given 
you : turn to the Strong-held, eveti 
the rock of your Salvation, and be 
indeed PRISONERS OF HOPE. 

f * Cor.",?, ii. \ £z. xviii. 13. 
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SERMON II, 

USE Off SOLITUDE IN PRISONS. 



Psalm cu. 19, 2Q. 

For Ac hath looked down from the 
height of his SanEluary : from 
Heaven did the Lord behold the 
Earth, to hear the groaning of the 
prifuncr* 

WHEN we confider the infinite 
diftance between the Crea- 
tor of the Univerfe and Man, the 
work of his hands ; when we reflect 
upon Him, who is perfeft in Good- 
nefs, and then turn our Eye's upon 
ourfelves, who are the Children of 

Sin 
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Sin as well as Mifery, {hall we not 
hide our faces in the cluft, and defire 
the mountains to fall on us, and the 
hills to cover us ? * The human 
condition, comes undoubtedly far 
fhort of perfe&ion, and the Words, 
men and Jznners, are joined together 
which (hould for ever have been 
kept afunder. This js fufficiently 
evident to the mofl inattentive ob- 
ferver of Life; nay, this is a truth 
which the breafl of every man will 
tell him, when hefitteth in his houfe % 
when he walketh by the way, and when 
he lieth down, and when he rifeth up. 

But with how much greater force 
does this Obfervation apply itfelf 
to you, my Brethren, who have fo 
manifeftly offended againft Society, 
as not to be thought worthy to con- 
tinue in it ? I need not particularly 
mention the feverai crimes that have 
brought you hither. Itruft in God, 

that 

* Luke xxiii. 3$. 
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hat you are now fenfible of your 
Offences ; and that is the firfl ftep 
o amendment of Life. Punifh- 
nent, indeed, to many of you may 
bllow : but if you value a recovery 
Tom Sin, if you are made acquaint- 
ed with the luperior Happinefs of a 
:onfcience void of offence, and an 
Hope, a fettled hope of Heaven, 
you will refign yourfelves content* 
edly, and even chearfully, to the 
burthen which you muft bear, and 
lay with the Pfalmift, It is good for 
me that I have been affli6led. * 

The Laws of your country are 

not Inftruments of Vengeance, but 

of correfclion. f The punifhment 

D infliaed 

* Pf. cxix. 71. 

f At Harlem, at the new Workhoufe, over 
one of the Gates, there is a device, with an In- 
fer ipt ion to this purpofe, 

Fear not : I mean not Vengeance but your 

reformation. 
Severe is my hand kit benevolent my Intention. 

Howaid. 
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inflifted by the Magiftrate, is not to 
be confidered as the refentment of 
a man, fubjeft to various paffions, 
who may mifiake or wilfully tor- 
ment the objeft of his difpleafure, 
but as a mutual benefit to the Offend- 
er, and that Society, againft which 
the Offence was committed. Har- 
bour not, then, within your breafls 
any feeds of Malice or Ill-will againft 
thofe, who have been instrumental 
in bringing you to punifhment. If 
your hearts are foftened, as they 
ought to be, they would break forth 
in words of Thankfulnefs to thofe 
kind friends, who have happily flop- 
ped your progrefs in wickednefs ; 
and in 'grateful acknowledgements 
to thofe laws, which efleem the re- 
formation of the culprit; the princi- 
pal End for which they were efla- 
blifhed. 

It fhall be my bufinefs, at this 
time, tp confider the advantages 
that may arife to you from your pre- 
fent feclufion from the world. 

And 
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And here, I -would refer you to 
the days you have fpent in the pur- 
fuits of vanity, and in the haunts of 
diflipation. I would, for one mo- 
ment, defire you to review the 
Scenes, in which you have been en- 
gaged, the companions of your 
crimes, and the friends of your plea- 
fures^ I would have you revolve 
the tumults of your minds, and the 
reproaches of your confcience. I 
would requeft you to trace back the 
fears of every moment; with how 
much apprehenfion you endeavour- 
ed to enipy the plunder you had fo 
much difficulty in obtaining ; the 
fufpicions and jealoufies with which 
ypu beheld the partners of. your 
Guilt, the trembling and fainting 
of yourhearts, and the conflantdread 
you were in of being arretted by the 
hand of Juftice. And are thefe the 
pleafures of Sin, for which you for- 
feited your Liberty ? Was it for 
thefe you confented to forego all 
the real Satisfattions of Honefty, 
Da of 
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of Truth, of Religion? For thefe 
did you renounce the tender fenfa- 
tions of domeftic Happinefs, the 
Wife that would have foothed your 
forrows, the Children that would 
have comforted your old age ; for 
thefe did you let go your Integrity, 
defpife the love of God and all his 
favors, and bury yourfelves in the 
deep Solitude of a Prifon ? 

This, then, is the Seafon and 
place for refleflion ; this, to all that 
now hear me, may be the accepted 
time, this may be the day of Salva- 
tion, + Certain it is, that no dun- 
geon is fo deep, no Solitude fo re- 
mote, but that a ray of divine Mer- 
cy will penetrate, to its centre. God 
is good to all — to thofe more efpe- 
cially who call upon him for mercy 
out of the depths of the dungeon. 
O let the forrowfui Sighing of the 
prifoners come before thee ! * Their 

prayer 

^ 2 Cor, vi\ 2. • Pf. lxxix. u. 



Ufe of Solitude in prifons. 29 

prayer is heard — the Lord accepts 
their petition : for He hath looked 
down from the height of his Sanctu- 
ary, out of the Heaven did the Lord 
behold the Earth, to hear the groan- 
ing of the pr if oner. 

Join with me in reciting a Pfalm 
of the Sweet Singer of Hrael, who 
could not only feel, but exprefs his 
wants in language the moil plaintive 
and pathetic. " Out of the depths 
" have I cried unto thee, O Lord: 
" Lord hear my voice ; let thine ears 
" be attentive to the voice of my fup- 
" plications. If thou, Lord, (houldeft 
" mark Iniquities, O Lord, who fhall 
" ftahd ? But there is forgivenefs 
* ; with thee, that thou mayeft befear- 
" ed. I will wait for the Lord, my 
u Soul doth wait for him, and in his 
f ' word do I hope. My Soul waiteih 
" for the Lord, more than they that 
u watch for the morning, I fay more 
" than they that watch for the morn- 
" ing. Let us hope in the Lord, for 
D3 ''with 
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u with the Lord there is mercy, and 
** with him is plenteous redemption. 
" And he fhall redeem us irom all 
*' our Iniquities." f 

Happy is the man that with piety 
of heart, and fincerity of fpirit, joins 
in fuch petitions. He will feel an 
Exultation of Soul, which before he 
never knew, a compofure of mind 
he never could have expe&ed. He 
finds, that even in a prifon, dark 
and difmal as it is, Mercy may be 
found, that Mercy which, under 
other circumftances, he would not 
perhaps fo much as fought after. 
This happy change of thought, 
founded on the true fpirit of devo- 
tion, infpires his Soul with confi- 
dence, and with new hopes and new 
affe&ions he looks up to him that 
heareth the groaning of the prif oners. 

It has been recommended, both 

by 

f PL cxkx; 
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"by the pra&ice and precept of holy 
xnen, in all ages, fometimes to retire 
from Scenes of public concourfe, 
for the purpofe of communing with 
pur own hearts, and meditating on 
Heaven. By too much commerce 
with the world even good men feel 
their fteadinefs affe&ed. And in- 
deed nothing can be more danger- 
ous, moreadverfe to ferious thought, 
than a fucceffion of light amufe- 
ments, a repetition 6f trifling plea- 
fures. Thefe gradually occupy the 
mind ; they feize all the avenues of 
refle&ion, and like a band of armed 
rebels, exclude that Mailer, who 
would rule them with moderation 
and promote their profperity. The 
moil holy perfon the world ever 
(aw, recommends this pra&ice by 
his Example. He fent the Multi- 
tude away, and went up into a 
mountain apart to pray. + 



What 



t Mat. xir. 23« 
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What can fooner bring us ac- 

Suainted with our own hearts than 
le Exclufion of the World ? We 
retire into a folitary place— we fit 
down to meditate— I beheld and lo ! 
there was no man, and all the birds 
of the Heavens were fled. * — Here 
feated in Solitude, under the canopy 
of Heaven, in our clofet, or in our 
firi/bn, we turn our Eyes inward on 
our own hearts. We endeavour ta 
fix our fcattered thoughts, to forget 
the gay and empty fcenes that oc- 
cupied our attention. We begin to 
weigh, in their proper balance, the 
a&ions of our lives ; we difcover, 
that we have flattered ourfelves by 
a blameable Self-indulgence, that 
our very Virtues, as we efteemed 
them, have been only Vices in dif- 
guife, and that the Imaginations of 
our hearts have been only Evil con- 
tinually, t 

I ap- 
• Jer. iv. 35. f Gen. v. 6. 
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# 

I appeal to you, who experience 
this difmal Solitude, whether re- 
flexions of this Nature do not arife 
in your minds. The retirement 
which others feek by Choice, you 
are forced into from neceffny. The 
good Effe£is, however, may be as 
confpicuous in •you, as in other 
members of Society. Purified by 
thefe means from all thofe evil Ha- 
bits, and wicked aftions, which ren- 
dered you dangerous to your fellow 
Citizens, you may return into the 
world, and fuftain your part in it 
with credit and reputation. On 
this fide the Grave, repentance muft 
be found, if you ever hope for the 
blefling of eternal happinefs. To. 
feek that repentance fhould be now 
your care. An opportunity now 
offers itfelf of making your peace 
with God — if you fuffer it to pafs 
by you unimproved, you may fink 
into the Grave with all the Horrors 
of Guilt, and awake to all the Ago- 
nies ofDefpair. 

As 
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As you are now removed from 
the companions of yourguilty hours, 
as you cannot but be convinced that 
the ways you purfued led to the 
chambers of death, let me intreat you, 
by the mercies of God, and the 
plenteous redemption of your Sa- 
viour Chrift, to turn from all your 
wickednefs^ and your Sins (hall not" 
be your deftruction. Gaft away 
from you all your Ungodlinefs.that 
ye have done, make you new hearts* 
and a new Spirit : wherefore willye 
die* O ye houfe of Ifrael, feeing I 
have no pleafure in the death of him 
that dieth, faith the Lord ? Turn 
yethenandye fhall live. + Out- 
ward Objefts, which have fo r long, 
arrefted all your Thoughts, and like 
deceitful lights upon a dangerous 
coaft, have brought you to this place 
of melancholy and forrow, are now 
removed from your Eyes. The 
noife and tumults of the world are 

at 



f Ez. xviii. 30, 31, 3a. 



Ufe of Solitude in prifons. 35 

at a diftarrce. Scenes of riot and 
diflipation vanifh from your Sight. 
Temptations to Sin, Solicitations to 
repeat thofe A6ls of Iniquity which 
have brought the arm of Juflice up- 
on you, no longer difturb your re- 
• pofe. You may now enter into the 
iecret recefles of your breaft, exa- 
mine every motive and fcrutinize 
every tranfaftion without difficulty 
and without interruption, Shrink 
not from theprofpea, tho' itihould 
abound with horrors. Hcavinefs 
may endure for a night- but Joy 
tometh in the morning. J 

The duties of your prefent Situ- 
ation may be reduced to three; 
Contrition on account of your paft 
Offences ; Good refolutions of a- 
mendment of Life ; and Prayer. . 

^ The firft of thefe denotes a tho- 
rough Senfe and Sorrow for having 

offended 

% Pfclm xxx. $. 
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offended God. At this point re- 
pentance begins ; for never can a 
change of conduft, an alteration of 
heart take place, till we are fenfible 
of having offended a good and gra- 
cious Being, who purpofes our hap- 
pinefs, and is not willing that any 
Jhould perifh, but that all Jhould re- 
pent and bejaved. At the fame time 
too that we look back upon our 
crimes, and acknowledge our Guilt 
in the commiflion of them, we (hould 
refleft upon the punifhment which 
the unerring arm of Juftice will cer- 
tainly bring upon us, unlefs we a- 
vert the blow by a fmcere repent- 
. ance. To fecure this repentance, 
- as far as human means are able to 
effeft it, fhould be the \Jk of your 
prefent folitary Life. You fhould 
call reflection to your Aid, who, in 
this hour of your diftrefs, will not 
hide her felf from your View. This 
refle&ion muft be feconded by a 
diligent perufal of the word of God, 
or, to thofe who are unable thus to 

affift 
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affift themfelves, a particular atten- 
tion to fuch good Inftru&ions as 
may be given them by others. If 
this method were purfued, the In- 
habitants of prifons, inftead of aflb- 
dating together in leagues of Vice, 
might improve each other in Virtue; 
and thefe walls, and heavy fetters, 
which confine the body,, might, in 
many a happy Inftance, difengage 
and let free the Soul. 

Convinced of the malignity of 
Sin, we become fenfible that we 
have forfeited all right and title to 
Happinefs. 1 he Goodnefs of God, 
however, leaves us not to a ftate of 
defpair, if we apply ourfelves, as we 
are diie&ed, to the Throne of Grace, 
We are informed by a bleffed reve- 
lation, how to regain the ftate of 
Salvation which our Sins had loft. 
The Son of God affumes our Na- 
ture, and by his . blood, procures 
our pardon ; a pardon, not uncon- 
ditional, but according to our peni- 
E tence 
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tence and forrow. Prefunie not, 
that becaufe our Saviour died for 
Sinners, you may continue in Jin 
that Grace may abound. God forbid 
that you fhould red your Salvation 
on this delulive Idea. To be ac- 
cepted through his Merits, we mull 
bring forth fruits meet for repent- 
ance. An adive Life, a Life dneft- 
ed by the principles of Virtue and 
Chriftianity, mult be our recom- 
mendation to the Father of Mercies. 
Then will Chrift become our Advo- 
cate, and'open the Gates of Heaven 
for our reception. 

Having been made fenfible of 
your Sins by the power of divine 
.Grace, the next Hep I would re- 
commend, in your prefent fituation, 
is to form good refolutions of amend- 
ment of Life. If you refleft, as you 
cannot but do now, on the check 
which Providence hath been pleafed 
to give to your wicked lives, and 
the unexpe&ed turn which occafions 

your 



I 
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your confinement here, thofe minds, 
in which any ingenuous feelings re* 
main, will adopt an hearty with, 
that they had never left the paths 
of Honor and Virtue. But as your 
part moments cannot be recalled, 
ou rmifl now atone for them in the 
eft manner you arc able, and re- 
folve never to repeat thofe aftions 
which have occafioned you fo much 
forrow and remorfe. Abftra&ed 
from the World, you have now lei- 
fure for this Employment. But 
let it not be done by that flight Ex- 
ertion of Thought, whofe Impref. 
Hon is like a morning dream. If 
you would really wifh your retire- 
ment to have a lading influence 
upon your lives, you muft think 
deeply : you mult revolve the feveral 
temptations which have enfnared 
you, and thofe admonitions of your 
friends and checks of your confer- 
ence wfrich, if attended to, would 
have prevented the Execution of 
your defigns. Having once been 
E 2 ftiip- 
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fhip-wrecked upon this coaft, ufe 
your experience to avoid it for the 
future. Much have you fuffered, 
and dearly have you purchafed this 
trial of your ftrength* There is, 
however, a fupportthat will not fail 
you in all your difficulties, if you 
apply to Heaven for it. The ad- 
vantage of this fupport the Apoftle 
thoroughly experienced, when he 
faid, I can do all things through 
Chrift that ftrengtheneth me* t 

I (hall conclude this difcourfe by 
recommending to you the means of 
procuring this fupport, and that is, 
fervent and diligent Prayer. See 
we not, in common life, with how 
much earneftnefs the hungry beg 
for food, and the naked for cloath- 
ing ? Do we not behold the diftreft, 
of every denomination, fupplicating 
the relief of their wants, with an 
Importunity not to be refilled ? 

And 

f Phil. iv. 13. 
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And (hall we be lefs earned, lefe 
importunate, in addrefling the Fa- 
ther of Mercies, from whom every 
good and pe rfe& Gift defcends, + 
to relieve us from the Tyranny of 
Sin^ the chains andiCaptivity of the 
Devil ?— Afk and ye fhall have, 
fays our Saviour himfelf; feek and 
ye fhall find, knock and it fhall be 
opened unto you.t Can we ima- 
gine a fight more pleafingtoaGod 
pf infinite Goodnefs than to behold 
an Aflembly of reformed prifoners, 
.praifing: him from the depths of the 
dungeon ? To fee thofe, who were 
the terrors of their neighbourhoods, 
joined together in bands of holy 
iriendfhip — to behold cruel fathers 
•weeping over their affeftionate chil- 
dren, or profligate children healing 
the wounds, and foothing the for- 
rows, of their unhappy parents? 

In hinting at thefe caufetf of do- 
E 3 meftic 

f Mat. vii. 7. 
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ineflic Affli&ion,I hope none of you 
are fo loft to all the feelings of Na- 
ture, as to remain infenfible to their 
Impreflion. I might, indeed, probe 
deeper the wounds in your hearts— 
but rather, much rather would I 
heal and alleviate your forrows. 
But the a ft eft ion I would now in- 
fpire, is not that which fprings 
from fenjibility alone— it is actual 
reformation of life ; and the means 
I would propofe for the relief of 
your bofoms, as well as a fupply t>f 
your wants, is, Prayer to God. 
Whatfoever ye (hall afk in prayer, 
believing, ye {hall receive. * Happy 
would be your ftate if you could 
experience the comforts of true de- 
votion; if you could open your 
whole heart to God, Jay all your 
wifties and your wants before him, 
and humbly expe£ fuch a return as 
he {hall think fit to grant you. En- 
clofed within thefe Walk, you hfcve, 
or at leaft ought to have, no Inter- 

ruptioa 

• Mat. XXI. 2*. 



Ufe of Solitude in prifms. 43 

ruption in performing the Exercifes 
of religion. Thefe fhould be the 
Employments of every leifure mo- 
ment. You fhould proftrate your- 
fel-ves before the Throne of Mercy, 
bewail with ftrong crying and tears * 
all your former tranfgreflions, and 
feeK pardon from him, who re- 
fufeth not to hear the Gro&ndng of 
the prifoner. 

In addrefftng your prayers t& 
God; you fhould not only- be fer- 
vent and zealous, but expreCs and 
particular. The Situation you ftand 
in requires this attention. General 
Supplications may be very proper 
for public devotions, but when the 
World is (hut out, when youf ow» 
Souls are the immediate Objefts of 
your cares, nothing lets than the mi* 
nuteft fcrutiny, the rooft finccre and 
exprefs acknowledgement of your 
Guilt will be fufficient to render you 
accepted in the day of the Lord. 

Retire, 

* Heb. v. 7. 
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Retire, tbeii, to the Solitude 
which this place affords— but think 
not that becaufe you are removed 
from the open Scenes of Life, you 
may fpend the livelong day in 
fleeping or in Idlenefs, much lefs in 
profane difcourfe or gaming pf any 
kind. Truft.me, my unhappy 
friends, bufinefs prefles upon you 
with greater Earnefinefs. The time 
is precious to you. If you employ 
ki in lamenting the pnoflig^cy of 
your former lives, inferipufly. re- 
folying tq live better for the future, 
and "in diligently befeeching; God, 
thro' : the merits of your Savioqr, to 
hear the furrow/til Sighing, of fuch 
%s are " in captivity, your prifon 
doors will be thrown open, the 
chains will fail off from your hands, 
and you will finally be received in- 
to the company of i glorified Spirits, 
who will wipe away all tears for ever 
from your Eyes., J and conduft you 
to thofe regions, where Sorrow and 
Sighing will be heard no more. 

X Rev. vii. 17. 
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Lam, hi, 39, 

Wherefore doth a living man com* 
\ plain, a man for the fmnijhment 
of his Sins? 

SINCE there can be no occafiorv 
to prove, in this place, the re-- 
ality of miferies and troubles, the 
pains, perfections and affli&ions to 
/which Mankind are fubjeft, it will 
conduce more to your Improve- 
ment in religious Knowledge, to lay 
before you thofe arguments, which 
may teach you refignation, . upon 

the 
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the principles of Chriftianity. The 
bold and daring charafter may 
think, that he has need of no re- 
fources beyond his own bread, to 
enable him to bear the ftrokes of 
calamity ; yet he knows not that an 
hour will arrive, when his heart will 
fink within him, like the heart of a 
little child, unlefs fortified by virtue, 
ftrengthened and Supported by reli- 

S'on. Shall I. from the midft of 
is audience, felefl fome who will 
bear witnefs to this obfervation? 
1 Shall I appeal to your own confid- 
ences to declare, whether you have 
not found this deferlion even in the 
ftrongeft minds, whether you have 
not fecn trembling and timidity even 
in the boldeft Adventurer ? 

It is a vain pretence for any one 
to tfely folely upon the ftrength of 
his own mind for fupport. The 
Seeds of Error are mixed with the 
firft principles of our Exiftence; 
and Sin, that deflroyer of human 

Happinefs, 
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Happinejs, overfhadows and dark- 
ens all mortal Enjoyments. Even 
a good man, amidil the beft refolu- 
tions, falteth feven times a day. * 
Some Negligence, which he ought 
to have guarded againft, betrays 
hhn into rnifiake, fome temptation 
leads him aftray. If the righteous, 
then, fcarcely be faved, where {hall 
the ungodly and the Sinner ap- 
pear ? + 

The commiflion oF fin, you are 
all ready to confels, hath occafion- 
ed your meeting together within 
this prifon. Different vrere your 
views in life, and various the "cir- 
cumftances which you had occafion 
to purfue. But in following the 
plans you had marked out, you loft 
light of virtue. You deceived your 
own hearts by a thoufand falfe and 
flattering expefiations. Sometimes, 
too, you rufhed to Iniquity with all 

the 

* Mat. xyiii. 21. f * Pct » iv..i8. 
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the impetuofity of wilful and deli- 
berate tranfgreflbrs. And where 
are you now ? Either fuffering, or 
expe&ing, the juft punifhment of 
your faults. Surely, then, if you 
nave any fenfe of your prefent fitu- 
ation, ii you look forward to that 
ftate, in which you are to receive a 
recompence for thethings done in 
the body, if you have any hopes of 
Heaven or fears of Hell, you mufl 
humble yourfelves under the migh- 
ty hand of God, that he may par- 
don and relieve you, and exalt you 
in due time, t 

Look upon the days of old, and 
confider how many good men, men 
of whom the world was not worthy, 
have been persecuted and opprefled, 
tortured and tormented. TheApof- 
tle defcribes them as having had 
Trial of cruel mockings and fcqurg- 
ings yea, moreover, of bonds and 

im- 

f 1 Pet. v. 6. 
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imprisonments. They were ftoned, 
they were fawn afunder, were 
tempted, were (lain with the fwotd ; 
they wandered about in fheeplkins 
ana goatfkins, being deftitute, af- 
fli&ed, tormented ; they wandered 
in deferts and in mountains, and in 
dens and caves of the Earth, + This 
pathetic defcription of mifery, I re- 
peat not to aggravate your feelings, 
but that the obfervation in the text 
may ftrike you with greater force. 
Wherefore doth a livingman complain, 
a man for the punifhment of his Sins? 
If thofe who endeavoured to reform 
the world met with fuch cruel treat* 
ment from it, how much lefs have 
you reafon to complain, who have 
mcreafed the confufion, and injured 
Society by a thoufand offences? 
The foolijhnefs y that is, as the word 
is generally to be underftood in 
fcripture language, the wickednefs 
of man " perverteth his own ways, 
F and 

t Heb. xi. 36, 37, 3!. 
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and then his heart fretteth againft 
the Lord. * For if a diflreffed and 
miferable condition be the confe- 
rence of Extravagance and Profu- 
non ; if we are deprived of the com- 
forts of old age, by the follies of 
our youthful days ; if we fufter the 
pains of Imprifonmcnt, and are faft 
bound by the ignominious chain, 
by reafon of our often repeated 
tranfgreflions, we may reft fatisfied 
with the truth of this obfervation, 
for our own benefit and the benefit 
of others, that they who plough 
Wickednefs fhall reap Iniquity and 
they who fow Iniquity fhall reap 
Vanity, f 

The good Prophet, w T hofe words 
deferve every attention, was himfelf 
an Inflanceof the moft cruel treat- 
ment and unjuft imprifonment. He 
had prophefied the captivity and 
conquefl of his countrymen"; he had 

preached 

Pro, xix. 3. ' f ibid, jcxii. 8. 
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preached a do&rine they did not 
like to hear, he had informed them 
that their Sins and Iniquities had 
occafioned thefe national diflreffes. 
The minds of the Jews were too 
tender upon this lubjeft, to bear 
the reproofs of Jeremiah. Under 
the pretence of treafon againft the 
State, they took him and caft him 
Into a dungeon that was in the court 
of the prifon, and they let down Je- 
remiah with cords. And in the 
dungeon there was no water but 
mire— fo Jeremiah funk in the mire.* 
How diftrefsful was this Situation 
tofo good a man ! He felt it no 
doubt with all the keennefs of Sen- 
fibility— he felt it n&t, however, 
with murmuring and difcontent, but 
with all that manly firmnefs, and 
patient forbearance, which confci- 
ous Innocence infpires. Tho* he 
began the Song of his Lamentation 
witn, " I am the man that hath feen 
F 2 affii&ion 

* J«r. xxKviji. 6. 
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€S affii&ion" — yet he knew on whom 
he (hould rely, and u that the Lord 
" would not caft him off for ever ; 
" buttho'he caufe Grief yet he will 
" have compaflion, according to the 
" multitude ofhismercies,for he doth 
" not willingly afflifl nor grieve the 
ff children or men. To crufh under 
" his feet all the prifoners of the 
" Earth, the Lord approveth not." t 
Purfuingthjs train of thought, he 
begins to refleft on the offences of 
his life, for every Son of Adam is a 
Child of tranfgreffion. " Wherefore 
" then, he proceeds in the words of 
•" the text, doth a livingman complain^ 
" a man for the punifhment of his 
" Sins? Let us fearch and try out 
u our ways, and turn again to the 
* Lord. Let us lift up> our heart with 
" our hands unto God in the Heavens. 
So fuitable are thefe, and the follow- 
ing Expreffions to your prefent Si- 
tuation, that I pray God you may 

reap 

f Lam. iii. f, 31, 3 2 > 33« 
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reap all the confolations from them 
which they are capable of admini- 
stering. " They have cut off my life 
" in the dungeon and call a ftone up- 
" on me. Waters flowed pver my 
44 head, then I faid, I am cut off. 1 
44 called upon thy name, O Lord, 
" out of the low dungeon. Thou 
" hall heard my voice, hide not thine 
44 Ear at my breathing, at my cry* 
44 Thoudreweft near in the day that 
** I called upon thee, thou faidft, Fear 
" not. O Lord, thou haft pleaded 
44 the caufe of my Soul, thou haft 
44 redeemed my life." t 

In contemplating this Example, 
do not your hearts burn with reli- 
gious Zeal, and are you not ready 
to join thejbrrowful Sighing of this 
holy prifoner of hope ? Many, I 
may add, all of you want confola- 
tion. Take it then in -the perfon 
of the Prophet. But' I have an 
F 3 higher 

t I-am.iii. 40, 41, 53, &c. 
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higher Example to lay before you, 
and higher motives to enable you 
to bear the feverefl human afflic- 
tions. With this view holy men 
have fiiffered and bled. With this 
view, the wicked man hath turned 
away from his wickednefs, and done 
that which was lawful and right. * 
The Example I recommend to your 
thoughts, and to your Imitation, is 
that of Jefus Chrift, the Son of God 
and Saviour of the World : for whe- 
ther we eonfider him here as an il- 
luftrious Inflance of fufFering Vir- 
tue, or a propitiation for our Sins, 
in either cafe he is entitled to the 
Love, the Gratitude, the Veneration 
of Mankind. I prefent not here 
before you an Inftance of a perfon 
infenfible to the Impreflions of hu- 
man calamity, one who fortifies his 
mind by falfe reafoning, or deceives 
his own heart by never rfcflefling. 
On the contrary, our Saviours 

Love 

* £z« xviii. 27. 
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l,ove for Mankind was of the mofl 
ender Nature, for nothing but fuch 
t Love could have induced him to 
lave borne our fins and carried our 
orrows. *• We have not an high 
?rieft which cannot be touched 
yith a feeling of our Infirmities ; 
>ut one who was in all points tempt- 
ed like as we are, "yet without Sin. t 
This is an Example, level to all 
your capacities : an Example that 
fpeaks mod feelingly to your hearts, 
when you cohfider, that the moft 
righteous perfon the world ever faw 
was wounded for the world's tranf- 
grejfions, that he who did no fin, 
^either was guile found in his 
jnouth § was yet reviled, perfecuted, 
tormented, imprifoned, by thofe he 
came to fave. And when I repeat, 
that he was carried from prifon un- 
to death,— can I ufe a ftronger Ar- 
gument to induce you to be refign- 
ed under your affli&ions, fince he 

was 

• If. liii. 4. % Hcb. iv. i J. $ i Pet. iu 22. 
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was without fault, and you fuffer 
juftly the punijhment of your Sins ? 

When you confider, likewife, 
that this Saviour, 'whom you are 
here made acquainted with, was not 
only a facrifice for your Offences, 
but is now an Advocate at the 
Throne of Grace for you ; it is plain 
that you are not deferted in your 
dungeons, but have it ftill within 
your powers to lay hold on eternal 
Life. 

The motives, too, that (hould en- 
courage every fon and daughter of 
Affli&ionto run with patience the 
race that is Jet before them, well de- 
ferve their ferious confideration ; 
and thefe are, the rewards of Virtue. 
Be thou faithful unto death and I 
will give thee a crown of Life. * 
Look unto Jefus, fays the Apoftle, 
the Author and Finifher of our Faith, 

who, 

* Rev. ii. xo. 
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"who, for the Joy that was fet before 
him, endured the Crofs, defpifing 
the fhame, and is fet down at the 
right hand of God. + Labor, then, 
my friends, that your Sufferings 
may terminate more happily than 
you had any reafon to expefi. Look 
unto the Ejnd of Afllitiions, and 
if you difcover your prefent ca- 
lamities to be the confequences of 
your faults, if you are now (hut up 
within this place of Security , beeaufe 
you oppreffed* injured, <kftroye<f 
your Neighbour's perfon, property* 
or peace, repent before it be too 
Utf, that you may avoid the punilh- 
ment, the everlafting punilhment 
of the wicked, and receive the eter- 
nal rewards of the returning Sinner, 
Such Affli&ion will be light and 
eafy if it produce thefe good Effefls ; 
it will be only a momentary Afflic- 
tion, and will work out for you a far 
more exceeding and eternal, weight 
of Glory, + 

Thefe 

f Heb. xii. *. J 2 Cor. iv. if. 
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Thefe reflexions cannot but 
make a fenfible Impreflion on the 
greateft part of this Audience, fince, 
for whatever reafons you have been 
brought hither, you mult all confi- 
der your prefent Situation : * as a 
grievous Affii&ion. I need not then, 
in this place, make that diftin&ion, 
which the various circiimftances of 
Mankind in open life render necefl- 
ary. There was a time when, in 
preaching to you, I fhould have pre* 
ramed, that many of you, in fome 
degree at lead, had efcaped the 
greater pollutions of the worfd, the 
enormous crimes which only fome 
commit, the private fnares which 
few, I hope, are capable of contri- 
ving. But now, how different are 
the thoughts which arife in my 
heart! how verv different the Arg- 
uments I am obliged to ufe to teach 
you refignation ! I mean not by 
too much calmnefs to lull you into 
a falfe fecurity, neither would I by 
unneeefTary feverity drive you to 

defperation. 
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defperation. But Oh ! how gladly 
would I reclaim you from your Er- 
rors ! and how greatly rejoice, to 
find you once more walking in the 
Truth.* Rivers of waters rundown 
mine Eyes, becaufe men keep not 
thy law. + Oh ! that my head were 
waters, and mine Eyes a fountain 
of tears, that I might weep, day and 
night, for the {lain of the daughter 
of my people ; for every Brother 
will utterly fupplant, and every 
neighbour will walk whh (landers. 
They deceive every one his neigh- 
bour, and will not fpeak the truth : 
they have taught their tongue to 
fpeak lies, and .weary themfelves to 
commit Iniquity. J 

The firft ftep which, in your Si- 
tuations, it is proper to purfue,that 
you may poffefs your Souls in pati- 
ence and Chriftian refignation, is, 
not to drive from your minds the 

faults 

• 2 }>M niv. | Pf. cxix, 136 J Jcr, ix. x, &c, 
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faults and failings of your former 
lives, not to ftupify your fenfes by 
intemperance, or diffipate them by 
riotous living, but to refleft calmly, 
and repent at leifure. Every other 
method, inftead of patience will 
produce uneafinefs, inftead of tran- 
quility, will bring forth defpair. In 
the fevere School of repentance, ex- 
peft to find refignation. Be -not af- 
frighted at the difcipline, for, thro* 
much tribulation only can we enter 
into the kingdom of God. *' And 
when you confider, that your de- 
parture from Innocence, for I call 
your former lives innocent when 
compared with your prefent Guilt, 
was the confequence of your own 
choice, what remains for each of you, 
but with all the fincerity and contri- 
tion of the publican in the GofpeJ, 
to finite upon your breaft and cry, 
God Be merciful to me, a (inner ! t 

Think 

# A&* xiv. a*, t Lnkexviii. 13. 
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Think not, that you are thus fc- 
parated from the reft ofyour fellow 
creatures by the unneceflary feverity 
of the laws ; or that you are pur- 
fued by punifhment, as one man 
purfues another to revenge an In- 
jury. * Public Juftice is of a fupe* 
rior nature to private refentment. 
Reformation is the End of the one t 
the Gratification of malignant paf- 
fions too often the defign of the 
other. Bow your heads, then, in 
the midfl of your prefent Sorrows, 
and endeavour to extraft falutary 
balm from the bitter cup you are 
now tailing. Look into the inmoft 
recefles of your heart and pluck out 
thence every lurking fault, every 
G fecret 
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fecret inclination to evil. Confider 
your offences againft God, a graci- 
ous and a merciful God that {bow- 
ers down daily bleffings upon your 
heads; forget not the Injuries you 
have done your neighbours, by pri- 
vate malice or public opprefljon ; 
refleft on the crimes you have com- 
mitted againft yourfelves, by a vio- 
lation of temperance, fobernefs and 
chaftity. When you have thought 
on thefe things, with all the attention 
they require, when you have weigh- 
ed well the confequences of them, 
both with refpeft to prefent Eafe 
and future profpe&s, you may then 
take up the words of the forrowful, 
but not defpairing, prophet, Where* 
fore Jliould a living vian complain, 
a man for the puniftiment of his Sins? 

Do ye feek, then, the true Spirit 
of refignation ? Seek it in the Gof- 
pel of Chrift. There precept and 
pxample unite to teach you ; there 
the rnoft alluring motives are held 

out 
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out to your view. u Blefled is the 
man that endureth temptation $ that 
is, affliQions and perfections of 
every kind, for when he is tried and 
found faithful, he (hall receive the 
crown of Life, which the Lord hath 
proraifed ta them that love him." * 
I cannot refer you to any for confir- 
mation, with greater profpeft of fuc- 
eefs, than to him whofe Office pro- 
claims him to be a friend to thofe 
that are in diftrefs, and particularly 
to thofe^ that are grieved and weari- 
ed with the burthen ofthtir Sins* 

The evangelical prophet thus 
defcribes the Office ot Chrift ; how 
applicable to your fituation, I leave 
to yourfelves to determine. « The 
Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
becaufe he hath anointed me to 
preach good tidings to the meek, 
ne hath fent me to bind up the bro- 
ken-hearted, to proclaim liberty ta 
G 2 the 
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the captives , and the opening of the 
prifon to them that are bound ; to 
proclaim the acceptable year of the 
Lord, and the day of vengeance of 
our God, to comfort all that mourn : 
to appoint unto them that mourn in 
Zion, to give unto them beauty for 
aflies, the oil of joy for mourning, 
the Garment of praife for the Spirit 
of Heavinefs." f Meditate, then, on 
that religion, which promifes to re- 
ftore peace to your wounded Souls, 
to refcue your minds from the bond- 
age of Sin and Satan, and which 
opens to your view, profpefts of 
Glory. D^fpife not thefe affe&ion- 
ate offers* The time is naw come, 
that you are made fenfible of your 
Sins— let the time alfo appear, when 
you, are ready to forfake them. 
Shew yourfelves more worthy of 
Salvation, by a patient enduring of 
yourprefeut Affli&ion, and a will- 
ingnefs tobe inftru&ed in the know- 
ledge 

t If. lxi. I, &c. 
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ledge of the Gofpel. "I exhort you* 

therefore, and intreat you by the 

mercies of Chrjl, andiurelya more 

endearing motive cannot offer itfelf 

to you, that ye prefent your bodies 

a living Sacrifice, holy, acceptable 

unto God, which is your reafonable 

Service : and be not conformed to 

ihis world, but be ye transformed 

in the renewing of your mind, that 

ye may prove what is that good, and 

acceptable, and perfeft will of 

God." * 

* Rom. xii. 1. 
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SERMON IV. 



ON THE INFLUENCE OF EVIL 

COMPANY. 



i Cor. xv. 33. 

Be not deceived : evil communica- 
tions corrupt good manners* 

WERE there any inclined to 
queftion this Obfervation, 
which was proverbial even before 
the days of the Apoflle, the unhap- 
py circle, which appears around 
me, would too furely confirm its 
Truth. Society, which offers hap- 
pinefs to thoufands, by af mutual 
Intercourle of good Offices, abounds 

alfo 
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alfo with innumerable dangers to 
thofe who know not, or are not will- 
ing, properly to apply its Gifts. 
All the fweet comforts of focial life, 
the charms of friendfliip, and even 
of domeflic blifs i^M, initcad of 
working together for good, produce, 
by an improper application of them, 
a dangerous and deadly JEvil.* Thus 
from the fweeteft flowers and faireft 
fruit, is extra&ed the moil fubtle 
and penetrating poifon. 

Were I to apply feparately to 
each of this Audience, and enquire 
— what was the firft caufe of their 
departure from Virtue ? — 1 doubt 
not but I fhould be informed, that 
it arofe from too great a fondnefs 
for Society, and the Influence of 
bad companions. Shrink not, my 
brethren, when I call to your re- 
membrance thofe tempters, that 
have feduced you to fin, that lured 
you by falfe promifes from your 
peaceful homes, and have left you 

to 
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to figh out many a melancholy hour* 
either under the pangs of punifh- 
ment, or in the gloomy confine- 
ment of a prifon. Such recollec- 
tions, tho they cannot be made 
without horror v are yet falutary and 
, proper. They trace the Ilream of 
Evil back to its fource, and reftore 
the Powers of the mind which were 
enervated by drinking thefe bitter 
waters. 



Some of you perhaps can recoi- 
led the time, when you lived foberly 
in your father's houfe, when your 
fond parents gave you daily Leffon* 
of Virtue, and with tears intreated 
you to be faithful unto death* You 
may remember too the hour, the 
fatal Hour, when you withdrew 
yourfelves from your kind Inftru6l- 
ors, when you went into a far coun- 
try, like the prodigal in the para- 
ble, * and with feducing companions 

confumed 

• Luke kv. 
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confirmed your little means in riot* 
ous living. Others of you may re* 
member, not perhaps yotir firft In* 
clination to fin, t for you may have 
been early trained in thofe deceitful 
paths ; but your memories doubtlefs 
will fupply you with this obferva* 
tion, that company of the bafeft fort 
hath often led you to crimes, which 
you would not otherwife have con* 
mitted. So true is it, that Evil 
communications not only corrupt 
good manners, but prevent thole, 
that would reform, from bringing 
forth the peaceable fruits ofrighteoif 
nefs. 

■ ,. * ,Your 

•J* IC Pilfering and Healing are frequently oar- 
ing at firit to the want of proper Inftru&ion in 
early life; and chefe naturally tead to the com- 
miffion of more enormous offences ; for corrupt 
as our nature is, robbery and murder are feldom, 
jf ever, the fivll crimes of the unhappy wretches 
who commit them ; hut when once perfonshave 
entered upon evil courfes, they commonly ad- 
vance by hafly fttps, till they become totally 
depraved, and abandoned to all kinds of wicked- 
nefs." 

Howard on the Lazaretto's &c. p. 192. note; 
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Your prefenfc Situation is calcu- 
lated to correft thefe bad confe- 
quenCes of evil Society. Probably 
no other opportunity, certainly no 
better, will prefent itfelf to yoi», fo? 
fetting your Souls in order, and 
turning to the Lord with all your 
hearts. I {hall therefore, in com- 
pliance with my duty and your ne- 
ceffities, make fome observations on 
thofe Vices of Society, which have 
removed you from comfort to di- 
ftrefc, from tranquillity to defpair* 

Need I mention as the firft of 
thefe, and the root of numerous 
Evils, the Vice of Drunkennefs ? * 
$educed*into the commiffion of this 
Vice by Society, too many continue 
to praflice it, till inevitable rum 

purfues 



* *' No effectual reform will be made in our 
prifons, tiH rhe root of thefe evils be cut off; 
which, from the clofefr obfervarion, I am con- 
vinced is THE VICE OF DRUNKENNESS." 
Howard on the Lazaretto's, fcc. p. J34. 
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purfues all their footfteps. Your fa- 
milies—how (hall Imentionthem?— 
without being partakers of your 
crimes, are partakers of your mif- 
fortunes. Drowned by the repeti- 
tion of Intemperance, is every feel- 
ing of your nature. You are neither 
fenfible of the filent forrow of the 
innocent partner of your cares, nor 
the more clamorous Grief of your 
imploring Offspring. AH are in- 
volved in one common ruin. Your 
daily occupations no longer intereft 
you. Their failure cuts off the 
fupply of your Intemperance, 
and in one fatal moment you com- 
mit a crime, which for ever involves 
you m mifery. Too juft a repre- 
sentation is this pifture ot many of 
your lives. Look upon it, and 
ihrink at its deformity. Think not, 
as too many do, to excufe your 
faults by pleading that they were 
committed in a ftate of Intoxication. 
The law of God, as well as man, 
confiders this as an Aggravation of 

the 
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the Offence : and a . celebrated 
Lawgiver once enafted that " he 
« who committed a crime, when 
*' drunk, (hould receive a double 
'* punifhment, one for the crime 
4< itfelf, and the other for the drunk- 
" ennefs which prompted him to 
ff commit it, * 

Surely, in this aflembly, there 
muft be fome, I # would to God I 
could not add, many, who have too 
much occafion to grieve at the re- 
colle&ion of having fo freely in* 
dulged themfelves in the pra&ice 
of this Vice. Was the Enjoyment 
of good company your Intention ? 
Miferably have you been deceived. 
For, " Who. hath woe ? Who hath 
forrow ? Who hath contentions ? 
Who hath bab lings? Who hath 
wounds without caufe ? Who hath 
rednefs of Eyes ? They that tarry 
long at 4he wine" +— with the com- 
panions 

• Blackftone's Com. B. 4. C. 2. { 3. 
f Pro. xxiii. 29. 
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pinions of their Intemperance. 
H-ealth, too, departs from the poi- - 
foned cup, and a mind as degenerate, 
as the body is feeble, crowns the 
banquet of the drunkard* In fuch 
acourfe of living, how can any of 
the duties of a reafonable nature be 
performed with propriety ? How 
can the Maker of Man, and Author 
of the Urtiverfe, be adored as he 
ought ? How can we comfort and 
aflift our neighbour ? How can we 
refpeft or reverence ourfelves ? 
Drunkennefs, therefore, is a Vice 
which unfits us for living in this 
world, and takes away all hopes, all 
rational hopes, of the other. 

On this foundation, how many 
other offences are built ? Offences, 
Tike fo many (leps, leading gradually 
to deftru&ion. Yet how can we 
wonder at thefe confequences, when 
the reafon of a man is lulled afleep, 
all traces of Inftru&ion and Chrifti- 
ian Information are eradicated, and 
H the 
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the propenfities of mere animal na- 
ture alone are fuffered to prevail ? 
Then be no longer deceived — call 
your ways to remembiance— and 
while you are (hut out from Society, 
correct thofe Vices which you learn- 
ed in it from your profligate com- 
panions. Corre£t that contempt 
which you have too long indulged 
for the Worfliip and Service of Al- 
mighty God, Think with horror on 
the profane language you have ufed, 
when, inflamed with wine, religion 
and things facred have beeo the 
Subjefts of your converfation. 
What fhall we fay to the habitual 
Swearer ? to him who never men- 
tions God without blafpheming his 
name ? Or how fhall we hear the 
meek and holy Jefus called upon as 
a Spectator of riot, and witnefs to 
a Lie ? How (hall we bear that 
lewd and obfeene difcourfe which is 
too common where drunkennefs 
abounds. In your prefent Situation, 
offences of this native cannot but 

ftrike 



i 
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ftnke you with the greateft force, 
however you mky. have defpifed 
things ferious and facred, in the day 
of dmipation, and in thcfulncfs of 
bread. In thy hour ot refle6ikm 
you-niufild.ok upwards to the Cre- 
ator 'df Heaven and Earth, for, at 
this : time,- ;you feel yourfelves in 
want* of his protefliQn. At this 
hdur^ when you are expe&ing the 
Inflitlions of Jufticc, you mutt re- 
verencd that revelation, which 
brings a Saviour to your view, by 
whdfe merits and Interceffion only 
you trait hope for Salvation. No 
longer, then, indulge yourfelves in 
blqjpkcmics and profane Jefts, no 
longer life your tongue, winch was 
maaetoblefs the Lord, for the pur- 
pofes of deceiving and injuring your 
neighbour, or in impious converfa- 
tion ; but remember, that the Gof* 
pel exprefsly informs you, that "by 
thy words thou'fhall be juflified, and 
by thy words thou (halt be condem- 
ned." * 

H 2 And 

* Mat. xii. 37. 
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And if difcourjes thus, offend, 
wbat fl^all we fay to real d£ls $ 
Icwdne/s .and debaucluryZ Same, 
perhaps, of this audience will ac- 
knowledge, that as well as drtmken- 
ijefs. Intemperance of this pature 
bath brought them to this place. : A 
defcriptiqp from the writings of 
Solomon will fpeak all that 1 would 
with to fay upon this head.-*"-" I be- 
held among the fintpde onefo I dif* 
eer ? oefl an>ong the Youthfs, a yow&g 
man void of Underftanding. A«d 
behold there met him a woman with 
the attire of an Harlot, and fjubtle 
of heart. With her much fair fpeech 
{be c&ufed him to yield, with the 
flgtteriOjg of her lips fhe JorceAftuH. 
He jgoeth after hpr Jfraightw^y, as 
an Ox goeth to the Slaughter, or 
as a fool to the correftion of the 
Stocks : till a dart ilrite fchro' his 
liver, as a bird hafteth to the fnare, 
and knoweth not that ^ ,is for his 
Life" *~for his life indeed J The 

train 

* Pro. vii. i, &c. 
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train of difmal confequences, atten- 
dant on fuch a connexion, is too 
melancholy almoii for reflection^ 
And if any ot you, unhappy So- 
journors in this houfe of Sorrow ! 
have but too much reafon to regret 
that you have fallen Viftims before 
■this fhrine, Jet tears and prayers en- 
deavour to expiate your offences, 
looking fteadlaftly towards him, 
who is of purer Eyes than to behold 
Iniquity.* Into Heaven nothing 
that defileth can enter. The fpi- 
jritual nature of that kingdom is 
unfit for thofe, that love Impurity, 
and rejoice in the Indulgence of 
•licentious Aftions. Remember, 
therefore, before it be too late, that 
** neither drunkards, lior adulterers, 
nor fornicators, nor unclean per- 
Ibns, can have any Inheritance in 
the kingdom of Chrift and of God."+ 

There is yet another Vice I thall 
G 3 mention, 

• Hab. i. 13. f l Cor » vi. 9* 
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ipention, which originates in evil 
communications , corrupts the bejt 
manners and deftroys the. iargeft 
fortunes and the mod generous dif- 
pofitions. After having given this 
Account of its Effe&s, will it be ne- 
eeffary to lay, that gaming is the 
fault I would condemn ? The 
Gamefter, in general, cannot plead 
in his Excufe, the gratification of 
fenfual paflions. Cool and collec- 
ted he purfues his way, nor flops 
his career, till he is obliged to do 
fo by inevitable ruin and deftru&ioru 
Then madnefs anddefpair fucceed; 
and his miferable life is ended a- 
midft the Groans of difappointed 
Ambition, and the pangs of a, 
wounded confidence. Argument 
is lefs- neceflary on this lubjeft, 
where fo many fatal Examples of- 
fer themfelves to our view. What 
fills our prifons and our Hofpitals ? 
The Shadows of men once gay and 
thoughtlefs, whofe Incomes were 
not equal to their Extravagance, 

who, 
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who, endeavouring by unlawful 
means to enrich themfelves, have 
fallen facrifices to their Idol, and 
have nothing now to fhew, but 
Health deftroyed by diflipation, and 
fortunes made bankrupt by their 
Vices. 

By Gaming, how are all the 
powers of the Soul put into agita- 
tion? how does the oody tremble? 
"Where -is the peace of Chriftianity, 
the fweet tranquillity of domeftic 
life? Where- is the Enjoyment of 
the company of a faithful Wife, the 
fmiles and careffes of a blooming 
Offspring ? All are banilhed from 
jfoe Gamefter's Soul ; and in theif 
place Anger, Revenge, Avarice, 
and every gloomy, every impetuout 
paffion fucceed. 

Gaming proceeds from an eager- 
nefs to poilefc a great deal by a 
fpeedy method. This is a delufion 

that 
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that lures *nen to their own deftruc- 
tion. " Though Gamefters confent 
u to the gain and lofs which happens 
" in gaming, this confent makes 
u them not lawful, fince a man is. 
^not properly the Mailer of. his 
" wealth, but only the Truftee and 
u the Steward, who mult give his 
?' Mafter an account of his Steward- 
u Jhip. When perfons play high, 
u they are guilty of a kind, of rob- 
" bery ? whether they win or lofe ; 
^ for one j6.f tjiefe two things; fol- 
41 lows ; euher they take away the 
" wealth of him, againft whom they 
'• play ; or they incur the guilt of 
w Injuftice towards themfelres and 
^ their family,. t as well as toward^ 
€i God, who gave us not wealth for 
j |c fq bad a purpofe. It is doing 
« worfe than the wicked Servant, 
" who, hid his talent in the Earth, 
« for if a Gamefter lofes, he has 
4t fpent improperly the money 
* wherewith God had entruftea 
«< him : and if he wins, he is never- 

!t thelefs 
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cf tbelefs incapable of. giving a good 
** account of a« talent to<lod, 6nce 
" he has lodged it in ?in unfair 
"Bank." + 

Of ftbermiferable ftraights,. to' 
which men are reduced by drunken* 
ne/i 9 Mceniiou/hefs and gaming, ma-* 
ny of you, ray unhappy brethren,. 
a*e pjelallcholy witnefles. From 
one or other,, or. perhaps all ofthefe 
<}W*fes, for they are all limited in one 
band of Iniquity, you <have been re- 
eved from Jaappy homes* 2nd are 
n&wjq/t bound in mtfery^ and iron. 
The fiuftory of your crimes which 
IMvebegwn.I muft ptudue* tho' 
tfoe *ecolle£liam may wound *very 
fibfe of your hearts. Yet .you muft 
know, thai the End of CorreSion is 
Happinefe ; for " no chaftenkgfor 
the prefent feemeth to be joyous, 
but grievous, neverdiekfs it yield* 

eth 



+ Monfieur Du Moulin on the Peace of Souf. 
Vol. 2, p. 405. 
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eththe peaceable fruit of righteouf- 
flefs,uhto them which are exercifed 
thereby." t ' .. ' 

Were it reprefented to a man, at 
his firll entrance on a courfe of fin, 
that he would rife by degrees to-the^ 
commiffion of the- greatelt enormi- 
ties, it is probable the yet- unextin- 
guifhed Spirit of natural Vir tue 
would prompt him to exclaim with 
Hazael, Am I a dog, that I fhould 
do this thing? J Experience, Htfto- 
ever, teaches that fuch is the ftate 
of human life, and too many Inftan- 
ceshave we even in this Affembly, 
to doubt for a moment the truth of 
the Affertion. When the drunkard 
firft begins to apply htmfelf to -In- 
temperance, when the man df ptea- 
fure, as he is called, follows without 
fufpicion the intricate windings ©f 
ihzjlrange woman, when the game- 
iter endeavours to relieve an occa- 

fionai 

f Heb. xii. u. X * K..vlii. IS- 
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lionat diftrefs, by running the ha- 
zard of the die ; each of them 
would loudly refent any refle&ion 
on their honor or their honefty, and 
.difdain the Idea, that their conduft, 
by a Ilraight courfe, leads to theft, 
to robbery, to murder, Yet all of 
thefe dreadful Gohfequences have 
arifen from beginnings of no greater 
fize than thefe. It is an old obfer- 
vation, that no man arrives at once 
at the height of wickednefs. Cau- 
tiousi therefore, fliould he tread* 
when he firft ventures into the Ocean 
of Sin, for his next footftep may 
pluage him into a pit of deftru6Hon, 
Iron) whence he will never be de- 
livered. 

The Hiftory of the life of almoft 
every Offender commences with a 
recital of fmall traiifgreffions. To 
fupp.lv thofe necetlities, created by 
Idlenefs antf a profligate manner of 
living, he pilfers and purloins what-* 
ever accident throws in his way. 

The 
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The admonitions of parents and 
friends he disregards, the obfervation 
of the Sabbatn and public Inftruo 
tion he totally negle&s. Compa- 
nions, as diffolute as himfelf, encou* 
ragehim in his departure from the 
reputable part of Society, and an 
Aifociation in Vice compleats the 
firft part of his melancholy (lory. 
Grown bolder in Sin, the flow arts 
of fteaiing do not anfwer all the 
purpofes of his Extravagance, and 
therefore robbery upon a larger 
fcale is adopted as a. fpeedier me- 
thod of fupplying his wants. Men 
of greater refinement, indeed, in the 
ways of the world, inftead of open 
robbery make ufe of the fecret and 
inlidious arts of Fraud. There is 
an aggravation in this Offence, from 
which the others are free. It is ge- 
nerally an abufe of confidence ; and 
offenders, in this way, muft have laid 
afide the love of their friends and 
benefa&ors, as well as of God and 
their neighbour, before they can 

praflice 
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pra6lice thefe arts of deceit. At 
this time, that remorfe which muft 
hitherto have accompanied them* 
notwithftanding all their Efforts to 
caft it of£ begins to lofe its effe£l ; 
and their God, who by various 
means and at different times endea- 
voured to reclaim them, gives tliem 
over to a reprobate mind. * Now, 
the mod horrid thoughts fucceed ; 
and it is no wonder that they who 
have loft the feelings of men, fhould 
now for the fake of that plunder; 
which they are determined to poffefs, 
facrifice the lives of all that oppofc 
them. 

Here the feelings of humanity 
oblige me to paufe. All other crimes 
and offences appear fmall, when 
compared with this. The life of 
man is precious in the fight of God ; 
and when the Government of the 
world was finally eftablifhed, the 
I Legiflator 

* Rom. i. 2$. 
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Legiflator faid, " at the hand oF 
every man's brother will I require 
the life of man." t I mean not, how- 
ever, to enlarge upon the enormity 
of this crime. The heart even of 
the murderer fhrihks at the Idea. 
Unneceflary, therefore/ is it to con- 
demn, by words what Nature 
prompts us to deteft. 

If now my words have made any 
Impretfions upon your hearts, if you 
fee clearly that every greater crime 
hath arifen from the unreftrained 
Indulgence of fmaller offences, and 
that licentious companions at firft 
tempted, then encouraged you to 
continue in fin ; let it be your par- 
ticular care, at this time, to make 
all the amends youf Situation af- 
fords, and to feck by repentance the 
returning favor of your God. How- 
ever the Aclverfary of the world, 
a'pd Enemy of Souls, may have 

drawn 

\ Gen. ix. J. 
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driwriyou.forw^rd by a treacherous 
prbmite of Succefs, it is certain that 
he hatlr how forfaken you. The 
confinement of this prifon is a fuffi- 
ciqnt, Evidence, that you mutt beat 
yottf own* offences, thofe offences 
tfiatfhfivj* placed you in it. Then 
Ifet4t Be. the beginning of Happinefs 
toyotr'all.' Defpife the evil com- 
panions of your former days, and 
be npt afhamed to (hew yourfelves 
the' Servants of him, \yhofe fervice 
alone is perfeft freedom., 

'[ That kind oHhame, which pre* 
vents a man from doing good, or 
. changing vicious courfe? for the 
path's of. duty and obedience, for 
fear of encountering tlie raillery and 
contempt of the profligate, is unbe- 
coming the character of a man, and 
highly improper fop a profeflbr of 
Chrriiiianity. in fhort, we fhould 
1>e afhamed of nothing but fin. Yet, 
Itrange.as this conchi6l is, we often 
fee men afhamed to be furprized in 

J 2 tire 
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the comraiffion of . a good a£Hon, 
who are not afhamed of offending 
God, or reviling his religion. Let 
not this falfe frame, then, deprive 
you of the opportunity of repent- 
ance, apd of acquiring a knowledge 
of that Saviour, who, in the end, 
will be your fmeft, fafeft friend* 
His life was given as an Example 
For you to follow : his death was a 
ranfom for your Sins. Be not a* 
framed of fuch a Saviour. If you 
are, remember the confequence 
which he himfelf foretels — " who- 
ever (hall be athamed of me, and of 
my words, in this adulterous and 
finful Generation, of him alfo (hall 
the Son of man be afhamed, when 
he cometh in the Glory of his father 
with the holy angels." * 

Let me, ther^ loave off with the 
Exhortation with which I begun — 
Be not deceived: evil communications 

carrn 

* Mark viii. 38. 
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corrupt good manners. — "Enter not 
into the path of the wicked, and go 
not in the way of evil men; avoid 
it, pafs not by it, turn from it, and 

rats away. * Hear, ye children, the 
nftru£lion of a father, and attend 
to know underftanding ; for I give 
you good do&rine, forfake you not 
my law. For I was my father's Son f 
tender and only beloved in the 
Sight of my mother. He taught 
me alfo, and faid unto me, Let thine 
heart retain my words : keep my 
commandments and live. + 'My 
Son, if Sinners entice thee, confeht 
thou not. If they fay, Cbme with 
us, let us lay wait/or blood, let us 
lurk privily for the innocent without 
cau/e : let us fw allow them up alive 
as the Grave, and whole as thq/e 
that go down into the Pit : we 
Jhall find all precious Subftance, 
we fiiall fill our houfes withfpoil: 
caft in thy lot among us> let us all 
I 3 have 

* Prov. iv. 14, 15. f Prov. iv. 1—4. 
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have onefiurfe. My Son, walk not 
"thou in the way witn them, refrain 
thy foot from *heir path, for their 
feet run to evil, and make hafte to 
fhed blood. *— Wherefore, come 
out from among them, and be ye 
feparate, faith the Lord, and touch 4 
not the unclean thing ; and I will 
receive you, and will be a Father 
unto you, and ye (hall be my fons 
and daughters, faith the Lord Al- 
mighty." t 

* Prov. i. io--i(i f a. Cor. vi» 17, iS. 
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SERMON V. 

the penitent thief, 

Luke xxiii. 32, 39—43. 

And there were alfo two other male- 

faSlors led with him to be put to 

death. And one of the malefactors 

which were hanged, railed on him 

Joying, If thou be Chrifl, fave thy*, 

f elf and us % But the other > an* 

fwering, rebuked him, faying, Doji 

thou not fear God, feeing thou art 

in the fame condemnation ? And 

. we indeed juflly ; for we receive 

the due reward of our deeds : but 

this man hath done nothing amifs. 

And he f aid unto Jefus, Lord, re? 

mcmbtr 
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member me, when thou comeji into 
thy kingdom. And Jejuifaid un- 
to him, Verily, I Jay unto thee, 
to-day Jhalt thou be with me in 
paradjfe* 

THIS remarkable circtrmftance 
which attended our Lord upon 
the Crofs, cannot but be very inter- 
efting to all Chriftians; to thofe 
more efpecially, whofe Sins render 
them obnoxious to temporal punilh- 
ments. Every man muft, at fomc 
moments of his life, think ferioufly 
of his condition ; and in none is he 
more likely to call his own ways to 
remembrance, than when the Sen- 
tence of the law is hanging otfer 
his head, and he is in hourly expec- 
tation of its Execution. Whether 
that Sentence be, to inflift pains and 
penalties in our prefent State, or to 
rtemove us from this mode of ExifU 
ence to another, is not Jo material 
as to the final Iflue ; for a few days, 

months. 
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«aonth$, or years, will reconcile the 
difference of Mine, and teach us. this 
ufefiai truth* that ." it is appdirfted 
unto &11 men oncfc to die, and after 
this the Judgment." + 

•■ V ' ' 

Yet even in this condition^ vrtiiefc 
the be&i of men canndt look upqtf 
without Emotion, how different is 
the condu£l/how various thfe feel* 
ings of manki'rtd ! The malefa&qrs. 
were equally guilty, and were now 
faffering 'the fame punilhment. 
Their repentance, however, was 
not equal. One of them joined 
the crucifiers of our Lord in reyi- 
lings and reproaches, whilft the 
other behaved with penitent forrow, 
and expired in holy hope. Such 
may be the various conditions of 
you, my brethren ! But the Gofpel 
calls you to repentance; gladly 
would it refcue you from the fnares 
ef Iniquity, and conduft you to the 

Grave 

f Heb. ix. 27. 
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Grave in* peace ; gladly would' \t 
perfuade you, to feek all'one En^y 
and that End h, Evferl&fting Life 
through Jefus Chrift our Lord. 

No one that lives in the world, 
^ndconftantly beholds t&e infirm 
nature of m^n, will pretend ?oaflert 
his Innocence. You, at le&flv who 
are here afTembled, will gram me 
the truth of this obfervation. We 
behold around us a bufy trvukitude; 
engaged in fmful pursuits, -rapidly 
following wherever Intereft ofvici* 
ous propcnfities allure, and labour- 
ing hard to earn the wages of Int- 
quicy. Such is the melancholy 
ficene that prefents ftfelf to. olir 
view. Becaufe man, therefore, did 
not remain in that (late of Innocence, 
in which he was created* but tranf? 
greffed the will of his Maker, and 
became obnoxious unto death, it 
was necefTary, that he fhould he per? 
nitent, if he entertained any ferious 
hopes of Salvation. The Mofaic 

law 
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law allowed no repentance for 
greater crimes. Whoever was con- 
vi£ledoiany notorious tranfgreflion, 

'was to die without mercy. But 
God pitied the miferies of man, 
and the Inconveniences of the law, 

-and fent Chrift to fuffer for the one f 
and remedy the other ; for, as our 
Lord himfeif declares, " Thus it 
behoved Chrftl to fuffer and to rife 
again, and that repentance and re- 
miflion of Sins (hould be preached, 
in his name, among all nations." * 

Thus, then, when you fee the 
redeemer of the world hold out the 
golden Scepter and cry, if come un- 
to me all ye that labor and are hea- 
vy laden/' + ye fhould with earned* 
nefs reply, " Lord, I will follow 
thee whitherfoever thou goeft." J 

There is no one perhaps, when 
left to his own reflexions, that would 

deli- 

* J.uJcc xxiv. 46. f Mat. xi. 28 . % Mat. viii. 19. 
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deliberately rejeft this ineftimable 
bleffmg. He cannot but know the 
frailty of his nature, and each fuc- 
ceeding day prefents him with frefh 
Inftances of Infirmity, He is con- 
scious, that Sin is the Introdu&ion 
to Mifery, and that Virtue and 
Goodnefs, upon, the principles of 
the Gofpel, is the Gate which opens 
into Heaven. He is not ignorant, 
that his offences merit punifhment ; 
and therefore, by a natural train of 
reafoning, mud be fenfible of the 
neceflity of a redeemer. He knows 
aHb, that conviftion of his faults is 
not Sufficient. If he would reap the 
benefit of his Saviour's Sacrifice, he 
mud repent and be converted. Of 
all this he appears to be fully Satis- 
fied. And when we fee a perfon in 
this Situation, we may well con- 
clude that he is not far from the 
kingdom of God. But flil'l there is 
much to be done, before he can 
confider hinrfelf as entitled to the 
bleffings of the Gofpel. There is a 

wide 
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wide difference between profeflion 
and pradiice. To be fenfiWe of 
right is one thing, but to reduce 
that into our daily pra£tice is 
another. There are many amongft 
mankind who would be willing 
enough to be difciples of Jefus, if 
they thought profeflion all that was 
required ; but when they are inform- 
ed that they mu ft give up all the 
falfe Enjoyments of the world, that 
luxurious living and vicious Indul- 
gences a^e incompatible with the 
pure do&rines of Chriftianity, it will 
not be furprizing if they go away 
forrowful. May not feveral of you 
have been in this very Situation? 
With the bed Inclinations, may you 
not have yielded to temptations ; 
and when you expe6led to have 
found yourfelves, at leaft not guilty, 
have you not been entangled m- the 
■ fnares of fin, and fallen Vi&ims to 
-an unexpe&ed Error? TheHiftory 
of your lives is the fame with that 
of too many of the Sons of men. 
K For, 
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For, however fenfible they may be 
of the neceflity of reformation, from 
day to day they defer this important 
work, till the night clofes in upon 
them, and they are left dreary and 
defolate, uricheared by hope, upon 
the very confines of defpair. 

Many of you, I fear, have deceived 
ypurfelves greatly in this work of 
your Salvation. Pfocraftination, 
that Thief of time, hath robbed you 
of your dearelt rights, arid you have 
delayed to do that, which all the 
treafures of the world cannot recom* 
penie, if you die and leave it un- 
oone : for " what is a man profited 
ifheftiould gain the whole world 
and lofe his own Soul" ? * It is a 
melancholy refleftion, how many 
Souls have been irretrievably loft, 
thro' a vain dependence upon a 
death bed repentance. Is it reafon* 
able to fuppofe, that a fhoit prayer, 

an 

. . * Mat., xvi. 26. 
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an ineflfe&ual with, infpired perhaps > 
by the fears of death, or terrors of 
damnation, fhould be fufficient to 
atone for a long life of fin, a feries 
of years fpent in the Indulgence of 
every fort of Iniquity ? If tnis were 
the cafe, all diftin&ions would be 
thrown down between wickednefs 
and Virtue, and an Encouragement 

S'ven to Scenes of Profligacy and 
iot. « If, with the repentance of 
" an hour, might the Sinner then 
" reafon, I can infure my e verlafting 
" happinefs, I will not confine my* 
u felt to the refrained rules of virtue 
and religion, but will enjoy, ac- 
cording to my pleafure, the pre* 
fent moment, and give a loole to 
every inclination. I am not ig- 
" norant, that thofe, who die in their 
" fins, will be eternally punifhed, 
" but I hope to have a unall refpite 
"given me for repentance, and then 
"■all will be well." ; 

The general conduft of mankind, 
K 2 ev6n 
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€ven your own repeated faults, my 
brethren, prove that reafonings of 
this nature are not uncommon. But 
how knoweft thou, too prefumptu- 
ous mortal I that the decree will not 
be font forth againft thee, when 
thou art lifting up thy hand in Sih, 
when thou art rioting in Exccfs? 
Death may feize thee, as. thou art 
plundering thy neighbour, as thou 
art tracing bloody if ep& thro.* fecret 
paths, as thou art deftroy ing his re- 
putation, and murdering has good 
lame. A deathbed repentance is 
at belt uncertain ; but how furely 
would thy deftru&ion be fealed, 
fhould thefeft how, which awaits 
us all, come upon thee unawares f 
What horror and anguifh would' 
be then thy portioiv!— But Ltlraw 
a veil over the tremendous Scene, 
and God grant that no one among 
you may ever experience the reality 
of fuch a Hate ! 

The Cafe of the penitent thief 

upon 



Tfa'pemttnt Thief 



101/ 



«ppnHlwcrofs ha^ been ; thought^ t&' 
i^fWmbl^ theirs; whb, itr the hour of 
deaths begi^to* perceive their taif- 
taken 'Conduft, and hope to atbrie; 
fbr^a '^ohg. fife of : wickednefty by i' 
fliort Wioinen^ of repentance. Let, 
tf s fee> htiw farthe parallel wjli hold,'. 

Off ttie two; thieves, that were cru- 
cified f with tlie Lprd of life, one, o£ 
t^hem^n^den^d in Iniquity, ;an£LuiVr 
awpd^eyen by. his prelent preferable; 
condition, railed on, and Veprqachedi 
him:. but the pious* coriduflr ofthe. 
other added g;eatly to the folemnity. 
of the Scene.. W^hen^he bqheldi 
Cbrilt in the; feme ; t cp^pmqatiori* 
with himfelf/ " m c ri| qi gcdi -byl ^fefe. r Ro«» 
mans" rejf &ed by ^ His!own.coqnt;ryr> 
merii tieierted; by hisv frieiidsl a^di 
ApofUes, dying apd.dfKreiTed, ajoti; 
yet doing no miracle -..to- a^tcffyfus* 
Innocence and divinity, ^but^meeK- 
ly. fubraitting, Uke, a Lamb tov the 

'".. . /[* K3/ Sfaughfsr* 

• TdijlcrV Ififb of Chrift. p. J. Scft. IJ. 
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Slaughter, and praying, inthemidft 
of his Agonies, for his unrelenting 
Executioners, with fincerity of heart 
confefles— » and who that has the 
feelings and reafon of a man but 
tnnft confefs him to be his King, 
his Lord, his Saviour? The other 
Criminal addrefles him with cool 
deliberate farcafm — " If thou be 
Chrifl, fave thy/elf and us" To 
which the penitent replies with this 
moftjuft rebuke, " Dojl thou not 
"fear God, feeing thou art in the 
"fame condemnation? The Society 
" ofmifery ought to have made thee 
" modeft, and the company of others, 
" fo much better than thyfelf, fuffer- 
" ing the fame punifhment, ought to 

* have taught thee Humility. As for 

* ourfelves, we indeed fufferj%My 9 
"for we receive thejujt reward of mix 
"fns 9 but this man hath done no- 
" thing amifs." 

We have her£ that confeflion and 
grounds of Faith* Ivhieh procured 

the 
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the penitent Thief that gracious 
promife from the Lord. Lament- 
ing his uifWQtthiiiefs, he fubmits 
patiently to the infli&ed punifhment* 
This was all he could do in his. pre* 
lent Situation. It is more than 
probable that he had never heard 
before of the do&rines of J$fus 9 and. 
therefore could have had no oppor- . 
tunity of embracing his religion.— 
An Apology, you, unhappy Chrifti- 
ans ! can never make, who have been 
taught from your Infancy, and 
might have learned, the precepts of 
the Gofpel.— Having thus addrefied 
his fellow- fufferer, he turns to Chrift, 
as to his true deliverer, the laft and 
only port where he can hope for 
fafety — Lord, he cries, remember me, 
when thou comejl into thy kingdom. 
He begs only for a remembrance — < 
he knew himfelf fo Gn!til, that he 
dared not alk {or more. But ChrifV 
who was not ignorant of the {ince«, 
rity of h« prefent profeftibns, grants 
him all that he could with, and 

much 
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much more tfcan Mcd(lld'dt$rtev- 
HeaT thekindkfafWof the bteflfed' 
Redeemer—* 1 Verify 1 r J$y unto that K $ 
to-day Jh&U *tfu>u be with- me in ■ pa- 
redift?' • - ■' , ■"'.,' '" 

The Thief had " acknowledged/ 
"a world'toeonie, had owned Chrifi 
u publickly, prayed to him, hoped. 
iC in him, pitied mm" and therefore 
ouf Lordi. who* as the/Author, of 
tire Epiftle to the Hebjews^bferVes, 
kid proved himfejf tob$ u a merci- 
ftfl High Prieft 1 , * # becaufe He was 
touched with a feeling : of our In- 
firmities," + admitted mm, in theft 
peculiar circwi/lances,t6 participate 
f tiis Toys, 

See ye. here any Encouragement; 

for delay in the important duty, of: 

repentance? Th6 parallel does 1 

Hot hold; in anV one particular^ 

" And until :i\i, t&efe thingls (hall; in 7 

' ' ? '' ' ' "tfcefe! 

.... . , , . '"t-\ 

* Heb. ti. if. f ibif-V-Ir. if. 
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" thefe circum (lances, meet in any r 
€€ one man, he. muft not hope for. fa. - 
" fafe an Exit after an evil life* upon., 
€f the confidence of this Example/'t 

What the penitent thief could do,;, 
in order to obtain eternal Salvation,, 
during the ftiort fpace.he hung upon 
the Croft,, he* certainly did. Hia 
Lord knew his Gncerity* and grant*;; 
ect.his petition. But can the Sin*.. 
ner, who.has lived in:.the,conftanfti. 
abufe of; the; means of Grace, whov 
has c lived without law, under: the i 
bcft:ofc governments^ and without: 
religions; in a land where the : beft of : 
religions is ; taugh tr-can he •. hop6 j 
for peace in thofo awful moanentsU 
when even the; righteous; trerabfle?:- 
Itcan never befuppofed. 

There is no doubts but all iking* - 
arc pafible with God. It wasdfaidcl 
by, our Lord to St. Paul; vihofe iron* 
verfion was as wonderful* as that 

of 

f T*y!oc't Life of Clirifh fee above* 
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of the thieF upon the crofs, " My 
Grace is fufficient for thee."f . But 
what expefiation can the Sinner 
have, that the Grace of our Lord 
Jefus Chrifl (hould reft upon him f 
whohath obftinately withftood every 
motivte of repentance, during the 
former courfe of his life ? What 
reasonable hopes can he entertain, 
that a God of Juftice will have mer- 
cy upon him, who hath fo often, 
and lo grievoufly, offended ? Who- 
ever, then, puts off the hour of re- 
formation, whoever refolutelv coft* 
tinues in fin, in fprte of all the 
remonftrances of his confeienefc, alt 
the warnings of his God, and all the 
kind foiiciiations of his Saviour, 
cin have but fmall hopes in a death- 
bed repentance. Far be it from me 
to pronounce any thing concerning 
the Efficacy of lurch a repentance, 
but there is all the reafon in the 
world to fuppofe that it will be 

always 

. f 2 Cor. xtt. 9. 
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-always .hazardous, becaufc always 
imperfeft. 

And here I might point out to 
you, how improper a time it is to 
think of Jetting the Soul in order* 
when Sickrtefs or Old Age preiTes 
down the body, but I fhallwave the 
more general confideration of this 
fubjeft, for the fake of fuch remarks 
as are more applicable to your pre- 
fent Situation. Forced from Society 
for your crimes, you may conhder 
yourfelvetf, in fome fenfe, as upon 
your Death- bed, . It is proper that 
you fhould dofo, that you may fee 
your own heart undifguifed by any 
falfe colouring, as men ufually do 
when the next ftep leads them into 
Eternity. In this, however, the 
advantage is on your fide ; you are 
called to repentance in the fulnefs, 
probably, of Health, and with all 
the faculties of your minds flrohg 
and unimpaired. You are placed ,in 
a Situation, in which all your for- 

mer 
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'«ier finis are brought before your 
Eyes, and reprefented in a true 
light. You have, in this houfe of 
tefle&ion, no difficulty in exami- 
ning the nature of your former lives, 
of tracing to their fource the fevetfal 
paths that have led you aftray, and 
preparing for your folemn trial be- 
fore the God of ail the Earth. How 
much better, then, is your lituation 
than that of the thief upon the 
crofs! You may ftill, thro* the 
bleflings of God, give proofs of your 
recovery from fin, to a world that 
you have injured. You may re- 
turn to the fold, from whence you 
have ftrayed, and unite yourfelves 
again to your heavenly Shepherd.- 

Gohfider then the imprisonment 
of your body, as the happy means 
of fetting free your Soul. Imagine 
yourfelves now as upon the bed of 
death, never more to return to the 
courfes of the world, never more to 
partake in its Enjoyments, or purfue 

its 
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its plgafiwefit iConfider, that you, 
and fill of: us, hold our lives by & 
precarioustenure. Frequently hath 
ihe admonition been repeated that 
.neither youth norjftrength can, for a 
(i?orti$nt, arr eft xht hand of dejrth. 
JUet the observation fink deep into 
your hearts, and remember fo to 
live, m if the next moment were to 
j>e your laft. Think upon the 
.dreadful condition of thofe, who 
jhave no time given them for repent- 
ance ; who from ;the midft of ,pok 
JHied pleafures and impure Enjoy- 
ments, from the cup of Intemper- 
ance, or the circle of Vanity, from , 
plundering, and injuring their 
neighbour's happinels and peace, 
jftep at once into an Eternity of 
Mifery. # 

Too long have you wandered in 
the ways of Sin : return now to th$ 
haven of your happinefs. What 
comfort can you expe£i in death, 
what rational hope can you enter- 
L tain 
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ttain of everlafting life, unlets yon 
lay a good foundation for it in the 
day of your health and ftrength? 
Let me recommend to you, my bre- 
thren, with all the earneftnefs fo 
important an objedl demands, to 
you who of all men have the lead 
reafon to put off your reformation, 
not to lofe any time in improving 
theprefent moment. This Hour, 
a God, merciful and gracious, al- 
lows you for repentance— and God 
only knows, but it maybe the laft. 
Such a fudden removal has been the 
lot of many, and may be of us. 
Accept then this refpite with thank- 
ful hearts, left ye be like Efau, who 
rejeQed the offered bleffing, and at 
laft "found no place for repentance > 
tho 9 he fought it carefully wuhtears."* 

Whatever may be the cafe with 
the reft of mankind, to you certainly 
no time can be more important, 

than 

Keb. xu. 17. 
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than that which reveals your offen- 
ces, and calls loudly far an alteration 
in your hearts. In the great day of 
Judgment, an opportunity of re- 
pentance, fuffered to pais unim- 
proved, will amount to an a£tual 
tranigreffion. Add not then to the 
reft of your fins this aggravation. 
Look upon that Crofs, where the 
Son of feod was crucified between 
two thieves. Refleft upon his In- 
nocence, and yaur Offences. With 
his blood warn away your Sins ; by 
His Example reform your lives j 
and when you addrefshim with true 
penitent hearts, to remember you in 
his Kingdom, he will reply, " Verily 
IJay unto you, to-day Jhalt thou fa 
"with me in paradife." 
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ON THE LiiS* JUDGMENT.' 



Luxe xii. 4, 5.. 

Be not afraid, of . the^n* that kiH 

• the body, and after thai have nt 

more tm& they can do* Bub /mil 

forewarn youtwhoneye; fhati fe&t % 

fear him;, which, fyUr ho haft 

killed, hath power focafiiritfrMetl; 

yea, I fay unto you, fear him. 

IF the confideration of the laft 
Judgment can produce a ftron- 
ger conviftion on the minds of fome 
twari of Others, it muit apply itfelf 
with peculiar force to tnofe, who f 

by 
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by their crime*; have forfeited tlie 
benefits of Society, and have ia- 
ccrrred the penalties of temporal 
punHhment. Agitated by contend- 
ing paflions, alarmed by the fearful 
looking for of Judgment, * they be* 
gin to turn tneir Eye inward upon 
their own Souls ; they are ftartled 
at the Sight ; and with the affrighted 
Goafer earneftly enquire, •' what 
tftey'muft do to be foved"? t Hap- 
py*is it for thofe, that even at the 
atvertfh hour are defirous of Em- 
ployment ! Happy would it be for 
you, my Brethren, if the fame con- 
viftion were wrought upon your 
minds, and that you were fully (en- 
fible that « now is the accepted 
time, noMr is the day of Salvation,"^ 

To refleft u pon the difference; be- 
tween the prdent State of our £xl- 
" iftence, which muft . in ja Ihprt tirpe 
be brought to an End, and t^at 
L 3 which 

• tfeb. x 27. f A* 1 * xvi. 30. % 2 Cor. vi. s 
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which will be eternal, is within the 
compafs even of a common under- 
itanding. It muft alfo be known, 
that happinefs is the general defire 
of mankind, and of courfe that that 
happinefs, which lads the longeft, 
will be the mod defirable. How 
reafonable then muft it be, for every 
man to purfue fuch methods, as 
would not only tend to make him 
happy, but to prolong that Happi- 
nefs to an Extent as boundlefs as 
Eternity ! It is alfo an Argument 
of equal Importance, that if mifery 
be a (late, at which human nature 
fhrinks, eternal mifery muft be hor- 
rible beyond conception ; and the 
mod powerful motive, to induce 
men to afit in fuch a manner, as to 
avoid it, 

' Upon this principle does our Sa- 
viour apply the words of the text. 
They are addreflcd indeed to men 
of very different characters from 
thofe who now appear before me. 

They 
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They were the firft difciples of our 
Lord, men of Innocence and Sim- 
plicity ; who, without fearfulnefs or 
Hypocrify, were to preach the Gof- 
pel to an incredulous world. In 
this Situation they might expeft op* 
pofition of every kind ; ana in this 
caufe even Life itfelf was to be laid 
down with plea Pure. But what was 
the Enjoyment of a few tranfitory 
days, to the duration of an endlels 
reward ? Or what would have been 
their gain, if, like Judas, they, had 
denied their Lord, and for the fake 
of a few trifling pieces of filver, had 
groaned out a fucceflion of ages in 
miferv ?— Be not afraid of them that 
kill the body and after that have no 
mare that they can do: but I toill 




fear, fear him, which after he 

killed hath power to cajt into Hell ; 
yea, I fay unto you, fear him. 

Colled your thoughts, my bre- 
thren, and look forward with me to 

the 
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tkelaft Jadgmerit ; a time- which 
wiltfurely a*rive, and to. many of as 
may be near at hand. While f thi» 
ad-cUefeyow Ort'fo avr ful a fubjefli, a 
tremor ffffw thro- toy frame; when 
I reficft bow dreadful 1 that efay will 
be to tiheurtrepentirtg Sinner. Eooft* 
ing upon this circle, I fttwide'r at 
the Idea df multitudes, paying the 
getvalcy of fin in thole frn&abpy re- 
gions, where- •« their worrrr aietsh not 
euukthe fire to not qdertefted'."* 
Gdd' fenfcws r every one of xts, tfie 
Very belt <i£ ttten, oflFendetft /even 
times a d&y ; what {ball tfterr be fatd 
c« you, wtoo have tfanfgreflfed: fi> 
many tawn» and with ffr Biariy ag- 

fravatiotw? What! but that the 
Wgivosefs of the Gdfpd is fifotcir- 
<Mmfclribied>->* I fay not unto yoit 
till fevert trm^s\ fays our xnerctftft. 
Saviour And our Judge; but until 
feventf times fcvtsmf 

tm- 

* Marfe ix. 44* t Mat. xviii. it. 
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Impreflfcd withrthi& Idea, w<fcap{ 
»nhe boldly forward, and* ftBnd be* 
bte the Throne of Grace* Here* 
towever* what have we ttf ofier? r 
tfot our owff works, for thefe hayjf 
>een defe&ive in every effential 
>oint ; but the works of him, " who 
>f Cod is made unto us wifdora^ 
tnd righteoufnefs^andfanftificauon^ 
ind redemption/'* For;- as the 
jVpoftle emphatically deff ribe*, (&&, 
Vtuation of man, without tlie knowl- 
edge of tlw.Gi?fpel t " we ouvfeTvea 
yexe tometitnes^oliilhi AifobJ^enjL 
fec;eijvedy fer y jng divers Luffs and 
fteamres,. living in matfce and envy, 
jatefui. and bating.. one . aiMtHpr* 
If lit rafter that "the KnoneJ^andLl^ve 
j£ God our ,l^Ticbr. toward' iii.an 
ippe^red, not by worts "of. rigfcte* 
julnefs, whicK we havetfone^. but 
iccording. to bis mercy fte faved ns. 
>y the walhingpf r^generaUotf,r^>a 
enewing of the-' holy Ghofi + witch 

fie 
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he filed oh as abundantly, thro 9 
Jefus Chrift our Saviour ; that, be- 
ing juftifred by his Grace, we fhould 
be made heirs, according to the 
Hope of eternal life." * 

Tho' it cannot but be confeffed, 
that we are all offenders in different 
degrees, yet it is evident, on how 
fure a foundation the hope of a 
Chriftian refts. For our Sins, fin- 
terely repented of, orwilfulfy com- 
mitted, we mud bsjuflified or con- 
demned at this tribunal. " For we 
mull all appear before the Judg- 
ment-feat of Ch rid, that every one 
may receive the things done m his 
boqy, according to that he hath 
done, whether it be good or bad. 
Knowing, therefore, continues* the 
Apoftle, thefe terrors of the Lord, 
we perfuade men."+ — I would 
above all things recommend the 
confederation * of this day to your 

mod 

• Tit. iii. 3—7. +2 Cor. v. io, 11. 
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mod ferious thoughts: You cannot 
but be fenfible, that, it will arrive; 
and you mult know, that if it come 
upon you unaware*, your Souls not 
let in order, your fins yet unrepent- 
ed. of, that your portion mull be 
4 s weeping and wailing and gnafhing 
of teeth." * Suppofe that you were 
MOTWicalled upon to anfwer at this 
bar. What confufion and horror 
would arife ! What dreadful, but 
Juft forebodings of punifhment! 
What could you then lay, but that 
you had juft finifhed the perpetra- 
tion of fome horrid wickednefs, that 
vou had juft injured your neigh- 
Sour, either by open violence or 
.fecret mifehief, that your hands 
'were hardly free from blood, either 
tinjullly fpilled or malicioufly in- 
tended ? If the queflion fhould be 
afked you, whence come ye? 
Would ye not be confounded to 
iinfwe*, " From an earthly prifon, 

as 

• Mai. via. ia. 
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as I was not fit to -dwell among my 
: Mlow mortals. Rqfleft in. tiraaon 
this tremendous day of the Lord. 
For, *-it will ihen be too late to 
"Jcnock, when *the door {ball be 
4t (hut, too late to cry for mercy, 
"when it is the time of Juftice. 
ff terrible voice of moft juft judg- 
u ment, which (hall be pronounced 
" upon them, when it (hall be faid 
*' unto them, Go ye curfed into the 
" fire werlajting* which is prepared 
"for the Devil and his Angels"^ 

How proper are thefe confidera- 
tions for you, who, by the unerring 
hand of juftice, are placed within 
thefe walls for tranfgrdling the laWs 
of your country ; and who cannot 
tmt. look forward to the. general Af- 
fize of all the World, while you re- 
fleft continually on your Trial be- 
fore an earthly Judge! But be not 
fo much afraid of them that kill the 

body 

f CftmminatiuA ^Service. 
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body, and after- that have no more 
that they can do, as of that great and 
tremendous Being who, after he hath 
killed, hath power to cajl into Hell.- 

In reflefting upon all the circum- 
ftances of the laft Judgment, as re- 
vealed in Scripture, we cannot but 
remark, that the Goodnefs of God 
is particularly confpicuous in the 
per/on, appointed to be our Judge* 
" God hath appointed a day, in 
which he will judge the world in 
righteoufnefs, by that man whom 
he hath ordained/' * Tho' Juftice, 
we may be allured, will be then 
ftri&ly adminiftered, yet the com- 
panionate father of mankind, we 
may be equally fure, will remember 
Mercy. But let not this amiable 
emanation of divine Goodnefs en- 
courage any 'man in the praflice of 
fin. "Shall we continue in fin, 
fays the Apoftle, that Grace may 
M abound? 

* A&s xvii. 31. 
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abound? God forbid."* Thediftinc- 
tions between Almighty Jufttce atid 
Almighty mercy, are known only to 
the Sovereign Ruler of the Univeife. 
As Chriftians, it is our duty to obey; 
and when we have, thro' the Infirm- 
ities of human nature, difobeyed, 
to repent, and to rely upon the 
promifes of God, and the merits of 
our Saviour, for pardon and for* 
givenefs. 

That the hopes of mercy might 
induce men to rorfake fin, the Gof- 
pel informs us, that our Saviour 
fhall be our Judge. And what more 
could mortal man defife, than to 
fland at his bar, who has borne th* 
nature and Infirmities of Mankind ? 
"Who, having been himfelf " tempt- 
ed, in all points, like as we are, can 
have compaflion on the ignorant, 
and on them that have been out of 
the way"? + Too furely was hfe 

acquainted 

* Rom. vi. i. f ** e b' * v » l S 
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acquainted with the wickednefe c>f 
men ; he faw #nd wept over their 
fip$ ; be felt the Iron enter into his 
Soul f Will he )Lijen judge us, a? if 
yr$ ftad.be.eij A^gel? ? No :• fee jyiljl 
confider hs 4s fW»l .men, $#4 *c- 
pept a fincere repentance, inftead of 
? perfeft : obedieece^ 

Still further Encouragement has 
the penitent Sinner to look forward 
tx) the Ijaft Judgment, wtien he con- 
fiders, that hk Judge is the fame 
divine perfon, whofe Love for man- 
kind brought him down from Hea- 
y*n to redeem them. He it was 
tfoac " tore our fins ami carried out 
forr© ws* \ * that fuffered a thoufand 
indignities, a thoufand pains and 
troubles in the profecution of his 
benevolent office ; that was crucified 
between two thieves. He too it way, 
that came to open the ff blind Eyes, 
to bring out th« pri/imers from thi 
M 2 prifon $ 

* If. Mi. 4. 
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pri/bn 9 and them that Jit in darkncfs 
out of the prifon-houfe. * And 
fhall not he whofe mercy you ex* 
perience in the dungeon, infpire 
you with comfort and confolation, 
when he comes to be your Judge? 
It is not his nature to aeftroy, but to 
fave— then look up to him f "put 
your trull in him, and he will bring 
it to pafs." + — " Behold, he cometh 
with clouds and every Eye fhall fee 
him, and they alfo which pierced 
him, and all kindreds of the Earth 
fliall wail becaufe of him. And the 
Kings of the Earth, and the great 
men, and the rich men, and the 
chief captains, and the mighty men, 
and every bond-man and every Tree- 
man, hid themfelves in the dens and 
in the rocks of the mountains ; and 
faid to the mountains and rocks, 
Fall on us and hide us from the face 
of him that fitteth on the throne and 
from the wrath of the Lamb ; for 

the 

* If. xlii. 7- t Pf.xxxvii. $. 
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the great day of his wrath is come, 
and who ihall be able to ftand ? 
And I heard a great voice out of 
Heaven, faying, Behold the taber- 
nacle of God is with men, and he 
will dwell with them, and they {hall 
be his people, and God himfelf 
fhall be with them and be their God* 
God lhall wipe away all tears from 
their Eyes, and there (hall be no 
more death, neither forrow nor cry- 
ing, neither ihall there be any more 
f>ain. But the feartul and unbe- 
ieving, and the abominable, and 
■murderers, and whore- mongers, and , 

all Lyars (hall have their part in 
the Lake, which burneth with fife 

and brimftone." * 

Thefe, and the like descriptions 

in holy Scripture, point out in very 

lively colours that great and terri* 

' ble day oj the Lord. So penetrating 

are the words, and fo folemn the 

M 3 Ideas 

• Rev. i. 7. ch. vi. r 5, 16, 17. ch. xxi. 3, 4/ 8. 
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Ideas excited by then*, that no one 
who imagines he (hall bear any part 
in that awful Scene, can hear them 
unmoved. You, who are here wait- 
ing the Sentence of an earthly 
Judge, or are feparated fropi the 
Society of faankind for offences 
committed rigainft it, cannot but 
feel yourfelves particularly affe£ie4 
at the confideration of the laft Judg- 
ment. You cannot be fo abandon- 
ed, fo loft to all ferious thought as 
to imagine the day of univerfal r&- 
compenfe a fable, that religion is 
intended pnly tp frighten the minds 
of the weajc, and that Vice and Vir- 
tue are of equal fignification* Your 
Conscience, when you attend to it, 
gives a different Evidence, and, in 
fpite of every Effort to calm its tur- 
bulence, you are obliged to make 
this confeflion with the Pfalmift— • 
" verily there is a reward for the 
righteous, doubtlefs there is a God 
that Judgeth in the Earth." + 

When 
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When we confider too, for what 
we (hall be judged in the Jaft day, 
fuch an Impreijion furely fhall ba 
left upon our minds, that we fhall 
9f flee from fin, as from the face of 
» ferpem." * The firft objeft of 
divine cognizance will be our 
thoughts. When David was about 
to refign his fpirit to the God that 
gave it, and his Kingdom to Solor 
paon his Son, thefe are the words 
he ufes— " And thou, Solomon my 
jSon, know thou the God of thy 
father, and ferve him with a perfeflt 
mind ; for the Lord fearcheth all 
hearts, and underftandeth all the 
imaginations of the thoughts. If 
jthoufeekhim he will be found of 
jthee ; but if thou forfake him, he 
will caft thee off for ever," + — & 
may be faid, if the thoughts fee fo 
feverely the objefts of divine fen*- 
tiny, what flefti can be faved ! " But 
who art thou f O man. th«it repliejt 

againft 

• E*c. xxi. a. f x Chron. xxviti. % io« 
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againft God? + Confider the 
thoughts, as the fountains from 
whence Evil of every kind proceeds, 
and then thy hafty cenfure will be 
done away. For u out of the heart, 
fays our bleifed Lord, proceed 
murders, adulteries, fornications, 
thefts, falfe witnefs, blafphemies." J 
It is not the tranfient Idea of the 
moment, an Idea which rifes in the 
mind and then vanifhes for ever, 
that muft be thus guarded againft, 
but an evil thought cheriftied and 
dwelt upon till it bring forth a dan- 
gerous fruit. It is a plot, as too 
many of you can witnefs, long har- 
boured in the mind till time and 
opportunity mature it. Such, even 
yourfelves being judges, deferve as 
fevere a punithment as many a&ual 
offences. Of crimes of this nature, 
an earthly tribunal can take no cog- 
nizance, becaufe it knows them not. 
God only, who is a dj/cerner of the 

thoughts, 

w f Rom, ix. 20. % Mat. xv. xp. 
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t/toughts, can for thefe make ample 
retribution. In the diftin&ion, 
however, of crimes and the propor* 
tion of punifhments, an earthly 
court always makes Enquiries con- 
cerning the Intention with which 
any offence is committed. In this 
it follows the bell of all judicatures, 
the folemn proceeding of the God 
of all the Earth. But in this it may 
often err. So intricate are the paths 
of the wicked, in fo many mazes are 
all their a&ions involved, that it re* 

2uires the (harp and penetrating 
^ye of Heaven, to difcover all the 
intentions of their hearts. To that 
bar, therefore, I^muft leave the re- 
ward of the good, as welt as the fen- 
tence of the bad: for, as an evit : 
Intention, not fulfilled, renders the 
Sinner obnoxious to punilhment; 
fo a difpofition to good recom- 
mends tne virtuous man td the 
favour of God, and entitles him to 
the rewards of the bleffed. 

The 
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The next objeft pf diyine fcnjt> 
ny, in the day of Judgment, wilj be 
our words. " I lay unto yon that 
every idle word .that men (ball fpeafo 
they (hall give recount thereof in 
the d^y of Judgment," + Impoffi. 
ble would it be fry: me jo £nurper#£ 
all the expreffions that may be.Cftllecji 
idle wor&s, for which we fhajl be 
jvjlijicd or condemned. There are 
(bme, however, fufficiently obvjou? 
tip every undcrftanding. Tbpfp 
blafphemous Expreffion? whereby 
we pffend God, and thofe wicke4 
Words, by which we (Jeccivp apt) 
injure our nsighibpijr, pre fufjfly 
defejvingoFthefevereft ppniflunenk 
SVheji that name whven is grfiat f 
Wonderful, and holy, is profarie4 by 
ciirfing and fwwivg* wh?n 4w 
Lor4 Pf a jl the.Rarth is called upon, 
to be a witpefs to Scenes of riot and 
debauchery, cw we (hewja greater 
Comexnpt for kirn, or more furely 

cjraw 

'I* Mat, xii. 36. 
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dtr&w dbwft divine vengeance upoti 
vurfelVis? What lefs than aaual 
offences, do they commit, who flan- 
def and defaine their neighbours, 
who are guilty 6f Lying, and bear- 
ing falfe-witnefs, who corrupt them- 
felves, and others, by filthy talking 
and jeftihg, or who, by arguments 
of fubtihy and deceit, endeavbur to 
ban'ifh out of the world all belief of 
A future fltale, and of a day of final 
JuRice ? In the courfe of thbfe 
crimes, which have driven you into 
this confinement, how many idle 
Words have you had occafioii to 
pronounce ? How much have they 
furthered y bur progrefs in Iniquity ? 
How greatly have they aggravated 
your Guilt? To bear falfe-witne/s 
againjt your neighbour, in order to 
fucceed in your Schemes of wicked- 
nefs, or to protect yourfelves from 
prefent punilhment, you have con- 
lidered as felf-defence, and thus, 
(Without repentance) have ruined 
your own Souls, by neglefting to 

fet 
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fet a watch before your mouth, and 
to keep the door of your lips. 

In the lad place, to every man 
that believes in a future day of 
account, it will be evident, that his 
attions will pafs in review before 
his God ; and that " God will bring 
every work into Judgment, with 
every fecret thing, whether it be 
good or whether it be evil." f What 
then, my brethren, will be your 
condition, when you ftand before 
the Judgment-feat of Chrift, if ye 
leave this world with all your un- 
repented Sins, and rufh into the di- 
vine prefence, neither relying on 
the merits of a benevolent Saviour, 
nor offering one prayer to avert the 
rigor of uplifted vengeance? In 
this fcrutiny, every aftion muft be 
accounted for, every deed uncover- 
ed. With what confufion will all 
thofe appear, whofe conduft will 

not 

f Ecch xii. 14. 
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not bear the penetrating Eye, who 
have a£led with ptypocrify towards 
men, : with a dangerous and a daring 
fteadinefs againft Heaven ? Have 
any of you committed crimes under 
the fhadow of the night, or in th£ 
gloom of retirement ? Have you 
abufed the confidence of a kind pa* 
rent, or an indulgent Mailer ? 
Have you privately ieduced unfuf- 
peflting Innocence, or ruined the 
wife or daughter of your friend ? 
Have you with diffipated minds, 
andunfan£lified hearts, given a loofe 
to an unbounded fenfuality, and 
wallowed in unlawful pleasures? 
Let me further enquire, nave you 
thrown off the rellraints of religion, 
the Laws of Self Government ; and 
do you think yourfelves entitled to 
offend, wherever an opportunity 
permits ? Have you entered th§ 
dwelling of your neighbour, and 
deprived him of the well-earned re- 
ward of many a laborious day ? 
Have you publickly attacked the 
N weary 
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weary traveller, and left him defli- 
tute of every comfort, wounded and 
bleeding by the way-fide ? Have 
you— horrible to enquire — have you 
all unpityinff and remorfelefs, either 
by cool deliberate malice, or in a 
whirlwind of impetuous paffion, de- 
prived another of that life which 
God gave him as a blefling ? — Oh ! 
that you could indeed plead not 
guilty to thefe charges, that, in the 
Bay of univerfal account you might 
ftand upon a true foundation before 
the Throne of Grace ! 

To thofe fins which you have 
a&ually committed, mult be added 
thofe good deeds which you have 
negleaed to perform ; or, in other 
words, the Sins of Omiffion. Ac- 
cording to your feveral Stations and 
opportunities of information, will 
thefe offences be eftimated. " Unto 
whom much is given, of them much 
will be required." * If, inftead of 

ufing 

* Luke *ii. 48. 
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cling -your Abilities, cither the En- 
dowments of your mind or temporal 
Wealth, to good purpofes, you luffer x 
them to remain unemployed, you 
will not be held unreproved in the 
day of tl)e JL.ord. Are you a Maf- 
tef or father of a family ? Endea* 
vour to train up your Servants and 
Children in the way in which they 
Jhouldgo ; * or elfe you offend a- 
gahrft the duties of that (late of Life 
in which you are placed. If you 
are thus negligent; you make your- 
felves « partakers of other men's 
fins," t fince you, either by precept 
dr example, give occafibn to them 
tooffena; iand if by your means 
they fall into the pit of deftru&ion,' 
is- it likely that you will be your* 
felves fecure ? 

Here let me paufe, my unhappy 

brethren.; and before I take my 

leave of y»u, let roe exhort you 

N 2 again 

* Prov. xxii. 6. f 1 Tiro. v. 22* 
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again and again, by the tender mer- 
cies of your Saviour, to feize this 
moment, which is given you for re^ 
pentance. I have called the laft 
Judgment before your Eyes, let it 
operate upon you with that Zeal fof 
God's Glory, that earneft defire for 

J four own Salvation, which fo (b- 
emn a fubjefi cannot fail to infgirc , 
Too long nave you wandered in a 
world of wtckednefs, till you have 
brought yourfelves into a Gtuatioq, 
melancholy aixd miferable. .-.Ufe 
then the opportunity of railing your 
Souls from the very verge of defpair; 
and lay hold, fait hold on the pro* 
mifes of the Gofpel. Meditate, uj 
this Vale of Sorrow and Captivity* 
on the glorioyj liberty of the Saris of 
God. * With Paul and Silas, thpfe 
prifoners for a better caufe, " at 
midnight, in the Stocks, pray and 
fing praifes unto God. 1 ' + Refleft 
on the deliverance he hath given 

your 

* Roro. viii. 2U f A&sxvi. 25. 
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^our :Souls, by bringing you, by 
whatever paths of punilhment or 
>diftre&, to the knowledge of your 
-own hearts; From themidftof theffe 
ihata&nd fetters, from this dreary 
.Scene! of Hears and darknefs, look 
iorward toahe laft Judgment: en- 
deavour to fecure an intereft in the 
Jyreaft of a kind and merciful Judge, 
.and then,, like -the Shades of the 
Evening or l:Vifions of the night, 
^tvery gloomy and difcbnfolatfc 
profpefl: wili; vanifh at the riling of 
the Sua of righ^eoufnefs. 

.-•■ Fear not them -that kill the botfy, 
mnd after that harte no more that they 
u#fi ao $ bat Ityill tell you whom you 
i/hati fear, fear him, which, after he 
'Jiatk killed, hath power to ea/t into 
Mell; yea, I fay unto you, fearhimi. 
i^ WeW may ttiat> man feel the Ex> 
*rejnity"of puflifliment, whofe Lift 
Jiasfeeen'a^oiwplication of wicketf- 
Itifcfs, and whofe Death meets him in 
prifon. Well may he fear, who 
\.Ng- has 
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who has fo much reafon to be afraid, 
It is not wonderful, that his mind 
ihould be op pre fled with melancholy 
thoughts, that time (hould be un- 
eafy to him, and the apiprehcnfion 
of Eternity, dreadful:. But let not 
this fear, however naturally it may 
arife from your evil deeds, fo for 
diftrefs or dejeft your Spirits/ as to 
deprive you of the power of repent- 
ing. Remember, that the fear which 
every penitent Chriftian fllould pof- 
fefs, is a fear working by love. It 
Ihould (hew itfelf by afls of Prayer 
and Praife to God, of meeknefsand* 
Bene volence to our fellow Creatures. 
It ihould incorporate itfelf with 
every tranfa6HonofI*fe,\aiid induce 
you, as far as you now have it in 
your powers, to " render to all their 
due, tribute to whom tribute is due^ 
fear to whom fear, honpr to whom 
hondr." * This principle will give 
new life to all your endeavours; 

will 

\ # Rom* #iii. 7« 
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will change the habits of you* 
minds and from children of plun- 
der and rapine, m6n of whom 
the world, was juftly afraid^ydil 
will become characters of decen- 
cy and refpeft, and be as much 
the objefts of affe&ion and e- 
fteem, as you were before of ab- 
horrence and contempt. . 



When Religion and good manners 
are thus formed in your Souls, you 
will increafe daily in Happinefs. 
You will behold, with fervent 
affe&ion, the Saviour that be- 
came your propitiation with the 
father, and will love him with 
all your hearts, with all your 
Souls, with all your minds and 
with all your Jtrength. For, you 
will fay, / was an hungered and 
he gave me meat; both fpiritual 
and- temporal Suftenance ; / was 
thirjly, and he gave me drink ; 
/ was a Jtranger, and he took me 

in; 
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in i naked, dnd he cloathcd mc; 
I was Jick, and he- vifited mt\ 
I WAS IN PRISON, AND HE 
CAME UNTO ,tyE. . +. 



t Mat, atttr. «3S, "3*. 
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PREFACE. 

T^ THEN our Lord faid \un~ 
V V to the twelve, will ye 
alfogo away? Simon Peter an* 
fwered him, Lord to whomjhall 
we go ? thou haft the words of 
eternal life. In like manner, 
to whom mail the affli&ed 
prifoner apply, but to him 
that bringeth out the prifoners 
from the prifon, and them that 
fit in darknefs out of the prifon- 
houfe ? — Happy may that pri- 
foner be efleemed, who is thus 
defirous of employing the 
hours of his captivity. To 
aflift him in pouring out his 
Soul to the God of his Salvar 
tion, the following prayers 

have 
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have been felected. If the 

form of prayer for prifoners 
in folitary "confinement fhpuld 
be thought too long) it may 
be ■ anfwered, that of all men 
they certainly have the great- 
eft leifure for devotion. And 
if their reformation be the 
object of their confinement, 
it cannot be wrong, to induce 
them to dwell fo long upon 
a train of religious reflections, 
as to acquire a relifti for 
prayer, and a more fervent 
Love for that God, whom 
they have offended. When 
the prifoner becomes fenfible 
of his Situation he will cOn- 
fider the length of his devo- 
tions as a 'comfort to him. 

Such 
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Such am Employment will 
pafs away the hours of his 
confinement withgreater»plea- 
fure and profit, and will footh 
Iris prefent Affli&ions by 
opening his future proipe&s. 

In paflingthrough the'Gate 
of a Prifon on a ftormy win* 
ter night, my -ears were falu- 
ted by the clanking of chains, 
the oaths and blasphemies of 
the prifoners. They werp 
moving about, and leaping, 
.in a cell, where they were 
confined together, to counter** 
ad the rigour of the cold* 
This circumftance threw .me. 
into a train of refle£liousj 
and I could not help regre> 
O ting. 
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ting, that both their bodies 
and their Souls were not 
greater, objects of attention. 
The- excellent Mr. Howard's 
regulations at that moment 
darted full upon . my mind ; 
and I could not but compare 
the diforderly behaviour of 
thispromifcuousfociety, with 
what would have been the 
cafe, had they been decently 
accommodated in feparate 
places of confinement. 

That this mode of punjfh- 
ment may be adopted in 
preference to all others, is 
theiincere wifh of many con- 
siderate perfons. It is not 
the object of true policy, any 

more 
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more than of true religion, to- 
cut off from Society the dif- 
tempered branches. Of great- 
er benefit is it to reduce them 
to order by proper apphcati~ 
ons, to recover them ' from 
their unhappy fituation, to 
inftill good principles into 
their minds, to make them 
ufeful members of the State, 
and true difciples of their 
Saviour. 

It was recommended- by 
Queen Anne to the houfe of 
convocation, to prepare a 
Form of Prayer for the vifita- 
tion'of prifoners, and particu- 
larly condemned perfons; 
This, it is needleis to fay, was, 

02 yw 
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rtot complied with* But if 
Mi*. Howard's plan for the 
reformation of prifoners meets 
witte the Encourageaient it 
deferves, it feems probable, 
&*£$he prefent very refpecV 
able members of convocation 
wilt not be the laft to pro- 
mote fo falutary an Underta- 
king. A form for this pur- 
pofe, was about that time 
compofed by a Synod of the 
Church of Ireland, and has 
Wen lately- adopted by the 
j>roteftant epifcopal church 
of America. It would have 
been added in this fele&ion, 
but that it muft be already in 
the hands of moft of the chap- 
laics of Goals, as it is to be 
•. found 
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Found in Roffclfs Prifbn€r*s 
Director. 

The good Bifhop Wilfort 
was more than once interefted 
for fome condemned perfons 
of his diocefe. No apology, 
but to the writer of his life, 
will be neceflary for inferring 
his exhortations and prayers 
upon thefe Occafions. Andf 
as all his Labours tended to 
the general benefit of man* 
kind, it will be no unpleafing 
fight to behold him enter the 
melancholy prifon, tobind up- 
the broken-hearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives. 
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A FORM of PRAYER 
For PRISONERS in 

SOLITARY CONFINEMENT. 



1 Read attentively, and meditate 
upon, the following paffages of 
Scripture. 

IT is appointed unto all men once 
to die : but after this the Judg- 
ment. Heb. ix. 27. 

The night cometh when no mail 
can work, John ix. 4. 

All that are in the Graves fiiall 
hear his Voice and come forth ; they 
that have done good unto the refur- 
reftion of Life, and they that have 
done evil unto the refurreftion of 
damnation* * John v. 28. 

Whoever (hall call on the name of 
the Lord (hall be faved. A3*\\. 21. 

Come unto me ail ye that labour 

and 
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> 

and arc heavy laden, and I wiH 
give you reft. Take my yoke upon 
you and learn of me, for I awn meek 
and lowly in heart : and ye (hall 
find *eft unto your Souls. For my 
yoke is eafy and my burthen is 
light. Mat. xL 28, 29, 30. 

If any man fin, we have an Advo- 
cate with the Father, Jefus Chrift 
the righteous, and he is the propi- 
tiation for our Sins. 1 John ii. i, 2. 

f Prayer. 

OGod ! imprefs thefe truths fi> 
ferioufly upon my heart, that 
this hour may be unto me the be- 
ginning of a new life. fc Grant that 
this Solitude and Confinement may 
ttctkW my Soul from Vanity*, bring 
me to a true Senfe of my prefent 
Situation, and through tne merits 
of my Saviour, promote tfee wodb 
of my Salvation. Give me at this 
time fttdh attention of mind* and 
fcrvc*cjr of devotion, that I may 

perform 
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perform an acceptable Sacrifice la- 
thy fight through the fame Jefus 
Chrift our Lord. Amen. 

Whofoconfeffethandforfakethhi^ 
fia^hall have mercy. P/l xxviii, 13* 

♦ TYEHOLD, O God, a creature 

• JL# liable every itfoment; to 
deach, prollrate before thee, beg- 
ging, for Jefus f fake, that Faith an4 
Repentance, to which thou haft 
psomifed mercy and pardon. Dis- 
cover tofrte, O thou feaTcher' of 
Hearts, the charge that i« againft 
me, that I may know, and confefs, 
and btroail, and abhor, and far/ake $ 
and repent of, all the evils Iliave 
lfreen guilty of. Have mercy upon 
me, have mercy upon me, moft 
merciful father, who defireft not the 
death of a Sinner; for thy Son 
Jefos ChrifTs fake forgive me all 
that is paft. And, O bleffed Ad<- 



vocate 



% 



• BUhop Wilfon. 
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vocate, who art able to fave them 
forever, who come unto God by; 
Thee, feeing- thou ever Kveft'ta 
make Interceffion for us, I put my 
caufe into thy hands ; let xtyftiikr 
defend me; thy blood and * merits 
plead for me ; fupply all the defe&s 
of my repentance ; procure for me 
a full difdvarge of all my fins 1>e« 
fore I die; and by .thy rmighty 
Grace, confirm and . ftrengthen. me 
in all goodnefs, during the remain- 
der of my life, that my death may 
be able ding to me, and that I may 
find mercy at the great day. Amen. 

WITH a more particular ac- 
knowledgement oF my* 
Guilt, O God, do I now approach 
the throne of thy mercy. Too long 
have I followed the wicked Inclina-" 
tions of my heart, and, ignorant of 
my real Intereft, have piufued the 
paths that lead to deftru&ion. But 
pleffed be thy preventing Grace, 
which hath {topped me ftiort in the 

-midft 
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midft of my days, apd, by this coh- 
finement and temporal jiunifhment, 
hath recalled me to a fenfe of my 
Iniquities. Oh ! let me now look 
upon them with abhorrence — let me 
recolleft them only to detell them— 
and let my heart be now fixed, 
where true Joys are only to be found. 
It is not this bodily conflraint, it is 
not an expe&atibn of further pains 
and penalties, that induce me thus 
to cry out for help : it is a thorough 
convi6tion of my fins, and unfeign- 
ed contrition for them, that now 
operate on my Soul. Oh! let the 
forrowful Jighing of me, an affli&ed 
Frifoner, come before thee ! Hear 
my groaning from the depths of the 
dungeon, and relieve the weight 
which now preffes upon my heart. 
Accept this confefiion of my fin, 
and through the all- fufficient merits 
of my Saviour, blot out my tranf- 
greffions. By the Influence of thy 
hdly Spirk fo difpofe and correa 
f my Inclinations, that when relieved 

from 
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from my prefem affli&ions, and 
once more mixing with the -fociety 
of my fellow creatures (if fuch (hall 
be thy good pleafure) I may lead 
a life after the true Chriftian pattern, 
and, both by precept and Example, 
endeavour to follow the fteps of 
thy bleffedSon, who walked amongst 
men, without partaking of their 
fins. Grant this O merciful father, 
for Jefus Chrift's fake. Amen. 

H Here it mil be proper to paufe, 
and reflect on that particular 
crime, which hath Qccqjtoned your 
prefent Imprifonment. 

1 Prayer. * 

OGod, the fountain of mercy, 
who didft Tend thy Son into 
the world to call Sinners. to repent- 
ance; and who haft aflured us/ that 
there is Joy in Heavei* over one 

Sinner 

• Bfihop Wilfun. 
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Sinner that repenteth ; look down 
with an Eye of pity upon me thy 
Servant, who have gone aftray from 
thy commandments. Give me. a 
clear fight of my fin, and a deep 
fenfe of thy wrath againft impeni- 
tent Sinners ; that feeing my dan- 
ger I may patiently fubmit to godly 
difcipline, and to all the difficulties 
of true repentance. And grant, O 
God, that I may not deceive rayfelf 
by a counterfeit repentance, but 
that this my humble confeffion may 
produce a real change of heart and 
amendment of life; that I may ut- 
terly renounce and forfake all evil 
ways : break off all evil habits ; and 
being ever mindful of my Infirmi- 
ties, may be more careful of myfelf 
and more earneft for Grace for the 
time to come ; ""working out my 
Salvation with fear and trembling 
thro' Jefus Chrifl our Lord, Amen. 



O Lord, 
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*/^\ Lord, I befeech thee* abfolvc 
\J me from my offences ; tlj&t 
through thy bountiful Goodn?fs # ! 
may be delivered from the bands of 
thofe fins, which by my frailty I 
have committed. Grant thi$, 
heavenly father, for Jefus ChfiftV 
fake, our blefled Lord and Saviou*. 
Amen. 

I Read one or more of th$ feven 
penitential Pfalms, 

Pfalm. 6. 32. 38. 51. 102, 130. 143. 

% Mcmy of the Pfalms will be found 
particularly applicable to the fin- 
atio ns of perfons under ^onfinor 
ment 9 and therefore it will bje pro* 
ft table to read them all in regular 
order. 

f Read the firjl Leffon oui of the 
table of Lejfons prefixed. ' 

f After 

• Collcft for 24th. Sunday after Trinity. 
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f After thejlrjt Leffan fay— 

JD all holy Scriptures to be writ- 
en for our learrting ; grant that we 
nay in fuch wife near them, read, 
nark, learn, and inwardly digeft 
hem, that by patience and comfort 
>f thy holy word, we may embrace 
ihd ever hold faft the blefled hope 
)f everltfting life which thou haft 
jiven us in our Saviour Jefus 
Shrift. Amen. 

I Read thefecmd Leffon as Before* 
Then fay— 

ALMIGHTY God, who haft 
given thine only Son to be 
into us both a Sacrifice for Sia and 
Jfo an Rnfaraple of godly life ; give 
is grace that we may always moft 
hankfully receive that his ineflimar* 
>le benefit, and affo daily endeavour 
P 2 our- 

* Collect for Second Sunday in Advent; 
f Collect for Second Sunday after Eafter. 
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ourfelves to follow the folefled fteps 
of his moft holy life, through the 
fame Jefus Chrift our Lord. Amen. 

The Lord be with me ; and caufe 
me more earheftly to offer my 
Prayers and Supplications. 

Lord have mercy upon the. 
Chrift have mercy upon me. 
Lord have mercy upon me. 

OUR Father which art in.Hea- 
ven,.hallowcd be thy name; 
thy kingdom come ; * thy will be 
done in EartH, as it is in Heaven ; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trefpafles, as we 
forgive them that trefpafs a gain ft 
us ; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil ; for thine 
is the kingdom, and the Power, and 
the Glory, for ever and $ver. Amen. 

O Lord fave-thy Servant, 
Who putteth his trufl in thee : 

Send 
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Send unto him help from above, 

And evermore mightily defend 
him. 

Help me, O God our Saviour ; 

And for the glory of thy name 
deliver me; be merciful to me, a 
Sinner, for thy name's fake. 

O Lord hear the prayers of the 
^poor prifoners ; 

Ana let their cry come unto thee. 

V. A Prayer to be ufed in the morning. 

O Almighty God, under whofe 
wing all the Children of men 
have reft, I return unto, thee t^e 
fincereft tribute of thinks ion the 
refrefhment which thou haft afford- 
ed me the night paft. Miserable 
•though I amori account of my fips, 
and unhappy irr having- offended 
thee, 'yet thou difdainefttuJt to give 
"peace to the penitent heart, and to 
dpfe the wakeful Eyes ttitfr Slum* 
bers. Or,, if alarmed by my Iniqufc. 
tws I have lain reftleis upon m 



P3 »> 



my 
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bed, with the anxiety of thofe that 
watch for the morning, ftill thy 
providence was my guide, and did 
ianftify the words of my mouth, 
and the meditations of my heart. 

grant that the Influence of thy 
"holy Spirit may reft upon mej not 
only during the enfuing day, but 
For the remainder of my life ; that 
when death comes, I may lay me 
down in peace, may reft in hope, 
and rife in Glory. All this I beg 
for Jefus ChrifTs fake. Amen. 

1 A Prayer to be ufed in the evening. 

O Father of mercies, who didft 
vifit thy faithful Servants in 
the dungeon, how (hall I look up 
to thee and pray for thy proteftion 
who have f 6 often and fo grievoufly 
offended thee. The puniQirpent of 
xny Sins hath at laft overtaken me; 
and thgfe chains, and this place of 
folitude and horror, very forcibly 
imprefs them on my mind. Let 

the 
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the impreflion be fo (Irong as to 
make me utterly deteft them, and, 
before I lay my head upon my pil- 
low, refolve never to repeat them. 
How can I exp<?£l the refrefhment 
of Sleep, if I do not endeavour to 
make my peace with thee, my God? 
And how can I more acceptably 

Eerform this neceflary Service, than 
y relying on the merits, and truft- 
ing to the mediation of my Saviour, 
Grant, O God, this my earneft re- 
quell : purify my Soul from all 
guilt and pollution, and {peak peace 
to a heart pierced with many for- 
rows, grieved and wearied with a 
multitude of Sins. Let me lie 
downtofleep trufting in thy. mer* 
cies : keep me from the dangers of 
the night ; and when thou art plfca r 
fed to take me out of this worlds 
take me to thyfelf, and give me fuel* 
a degree of Happinefs, as I can 
only be entitled to' thro* the fatis- 
faflion of thy Son Jefus Chrift our 
Lord. Amen. 

OGod 
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*/*"A God who feed all our weak- 
V>r neffes, and the troubles we 
labour under, have regard unto the 
prayers of thy Servant, who ftands 
in need of thy comfort, thy direftion 
and thy help. Grant that I may 
fuffer like a Chriftian, not grieve 
like an unbeliever ;— that I may 
receive troubles as a punifhment 
due to my paft offences— as an ex- 
ercife of my faith, patience and hu- 
mility — and as a trial of my obedi- 
ence ; — and that I may improve alt 
my afflictions to the good of my 
Soul and thy Glory. Thou alone 
knoweft what is belt for us ; let me 
never difpute thy wifdom or thy 
Goodnefs. Direft my reafon* fub* 
due my paffions, put a ftop to my 
roving thoughts and fears, and let 
me have the comfort of thy promife 
and of thy proteftion, both now 
and ever, for Jefus Chrift's fake. 
Atfitn. ^ 

♦- Bilhop Wilfon. 
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£ f In this place the Litany, which 
followeth this form oj prayer may 
be zi/ed.2 

5 A Prayer for rejignation. * 

FORTIFY my Soul, bleffed 
Jefus, with the fame Spirit -of 
Submiflion with which thou under- 
%yentefl: the death of the crofs, that 
I may receive all Events with re- 
signation, to the Will of God ;— that. 
I may receive troubles, afffiflions, 
imprisonments, difappointments;. 
ficknefs, and death itfclf, \vithout 
amazement; thefe being the ap- 
pointment of thy Juflice* for the 
punifhment of fin ; and of thy mer- 
cy, for the Salvation of Sinners. 
Let this be the conftant pra&ice of 
my life, to be pleafed with all thy 
choices, that when ficknefs ana 
death approach, I may be prepared 
to fubmit my will to the will of my 

Maker. 



Bifliop Wilfon. 
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Maker. And, O that in the mean 
time, my heart may go along with 
my lips in this petition— t hy will be 
done. Amen. 

O Almighty God, who for my 
(ins haft removed me from the/ 
(bciety of the world, and placed me 
in this foiitude, grant that I may 
ufe this confinement in fuch a man- 
ner, as that it may conduce to the 
faving of my Soul. I am now fen- 
fible that I was undeferving of the 
flation which I pofFeffed among my 
fellow creatures, and therefore I 
am refigned to my prefent Situation. 
Yet, O Thou, who art good to all — 
be merciful to me, and reftore me 
to that liberty, which thou giveft to 
all men as a bleffing. For ever 
after will I be thankful for it, and 
by thy Grace ufe it only in promo- 
ting the Happinefs of others; and 
fulfilling, in the beft manner I am 
able, the feveral duties of life. Hear 
my Prayer, O God of all comfort, 

from 
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from thi$ melancholy place, and ac- 
cept the fincerity of my heart for 
Jefus Chrid's fake. 

May the holy Spirit of Grace 
continue to direft me; may the re- 
colle&ion of my Saviour's Love 
fp$ak peace to my Soul ; end may 
the bleffing of God Almighty be 
with me now and for ever. Amen. 

1 A LITANY, 

which may be occasionally added to the- 
above form of Prayer, or ufed by 
itfelf t 

OGod, the Father of Heaven — 
have mercy upon me, keep 
and defend me. 

O God the Son, Redeemer of 
the world, — have mercy upon me, 
fave ahd deliver me. 

OQod 

t Chiefly frojn Bi/hop Wilfon. 
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O God the holy Ghoft — have 
mercy upon me, ilrengthen and 
comfort me. 

Remember not, Lord, mine of- 
fences, nor the offences of my fore- 
fathers ; neither take thou venge- 
ance of our fins : fpare us, good 
Lord, fpare thy people, whom thou 
haft redeemed with thy mod preci- 
ous blood, and be not angry with 
us for ever. 

From thy wrath and heavy indig- 
nation ; from the guilt and burthen 
of my fins; from the dreadful fen- 
tence of the lait Judgment ; 
Good Lord, deliver me. 
From the fling and terrors of 
confeience ; from impatience dif- 
truft or difpair; from extremity of 
ficknefs and pain, which may with- 
draw my mind from thee:, my God; 
. from the feverities and miferies of 
imprifonment ; 

Good Lord, deliver me. 
. From the bitter pangs of eternal 
Death ; from the Gates of Hell ; 
♦ from 
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from the Powers of darkrieCs ; and 
from the illufions of Satan ; 

Good Lord, deliver me. 
From all dangers and diftrefs of 
mind ; from all dangers and diftrefs 
of body ; from all terrors and tor- 
ments ; from all pains and punifh- 
riients, both of the body and the 
Soul ; 

Good Lord, deliver me. 
By thy manifold and great mei> 
ties ; by thy manifold arid great 
riterits j by thine agony arid bloody; 
fweat ; by thy bitter crofs arid nat. 
(ion ; by thy gtoridus refurrefitiba; 
and afcerifiori; by thy moft accept- 
able iriterceffion ; arid by the Graces 
of the holy Ghoft ; 

Good Lord, deliver me. 
For the Glory of thy name ; for 
thy loving mercy, and truth's fake j 

Good Lord, deliver me. 
Iri my laft and greateft need ; in 
tile' h6ur of death ; arid in the day 
of JiirfgmeWt ;"; • ' 

Good Lord, deliver me, 

Q As 
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As thou haft vifited the penitent 
in the dungeon, and the thief upon 
the Crofs, Lord Jefus, receive my 
Spirit for thy mercy's lake. 

Deliver my Soul from the power 
of the Enemy, left he tear it in 
pieces, if there be none to help. 

Be merciful unto me, and forgive 
me all my Sins, which, by the malice 
of the devil, or by my own frailty, 
I have at any time of my life com- 
mitted againft thee. 

Lay not to my charge, what in 
the luft of the ftefh, in the luft of 
the eye, in the pride and vanity of 
life, I have committed againft thee. 

Lay not to my charge, what by 
an angry , or revengeful fpirit, by 
vain, and idle, and profane* words, 
by curfing and fwearing, or by 
bearing falfe witnefs, I have com* 
mitted againft thee. 

Lay not to my charge, thofe par- 
ticular offences which have occa- 
sioned my prefent fotitary confine- 
ment: 
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merit ; and of which at this moment 
I fincerely repent. 

Make me partaker of all thy mer- 
cifcs and promifes in Chrift Jefus. 

Vouchfafe my Soul a place of 
relt in the paradife of God, with all 
thy' blefled Saints and fincere peni- 
tents, and grant my body a part in 
the blefled refurreftion. 

For all thefe my wants and withes* 
and for thofe things, which I know 
Hot how to pray for as I ought, 

I befeech thee to hear me, good 
Lord. 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, that 
takeft away the Sins of the world ; 
Have mercy upon me. 

Thou that takeft away the Sins 
of the world ; 

Grant me thy peace* 

Thou that fitteft at the right 
hand of God, 

Have mercy upon me* 

Have mercy upon me and receive 
my prayer ; even the prayer which 
thou haft taught me :— 

Q2 Our 
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Qur father which art in Heaven, <&c* 

O Lord deal not with me after 
my fins; neither reward me *ftcr 
mine iniquities. 

OQod, merciful Father, tjfrrt 
defpifeft not the fighiqg pf» 
contrite heart, nor the defires of 
fuch as be forrowful : mercifully 
#flift my prayers which J make be- 
fore thee— at fuch tinies .efpecialty 
as the prefent, when I am preparing 
my Soul for its removal from this 
world, and earneftly fupplicating 
thy pardon for all . thQfe pffcinc^j, 
ivhicn have brought me into this 
place of Solitude and confinement. 
And, O Lbrd, graciouffy Jjwi: m& 
that thofe evils, thofe illufipns and 
aflaults, which my great" Enemy 
worketh againft me, maybe brought 
to nought, and by the .providence 
pf thy goodnefs they may he dif- 
jperfed ; that thy fervant, being deli- 
vered from all temptations, may 

give 
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give thanks to thee, with thy holy 
church, to all eternity. Amen. 

H The following prayers may he 
added to this Service, as occqfem 
may require. 

*(~\ Mod gracious God ! who, 
V>/ out of thy great Love and 
tender regard for mankind, haft fet 
before us Life and Death, Bleffing 
and Curfing ; and haft endued us 
with a freedom of will, and a liberty 
to choofe the one, and avoid the 
other ; and, to encourage us to make 
a right choice, haft annexed a pre- 
fent as well as a future, reward to 
our obedience to thy Laws, and 
made the ways of religion, ways of 
pleafantnefs and aSl its paths to. be 
peace : O give me wifdom and un- 
derftanding, that I may no longer be 
carried away by the deceitful plea- 
fufes of this world ; but may fee, 
Q3 and 

• * W. Melmotb, Efq. 
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and know, and choofe, the things 
that make far my peace, and where- 
in imr true and only Happinefs doth 
conuft. 

Convince me more and more, 
that Sin is the greateft of all Evils ; 
that Guilt and Mifery are always 
infeparable ; and that there is no 
folia and fubftantial Happinefs to 
be attained in this life, but what 
refults from the, teftimony of a good 
confcienee, and the hopes of thy. 
favor and acceptance. And grant 
thatthefe momentous truths may 
be fo deeply impreffed upon my 
mind by my prefent fuflerings, that 
I may make it the fincere Endeavour 
of my futuft Life, to pleafe and obey 
thee, who art my Sovereign Good 
and Happinefs ; the only fare foun* 
dation of all my hopes, both here 
and hereafter ; and in comparifon 
of whofe favor, all the honors, 
riches, and enjoyments of this world 
are as nothing. 

Deliver me, I befeech thee, from 

the 
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the Shame and Anguifh, the hor- 
ror and canfu (ion of a guilty con- 
fidence ; and give me that comfort 
and complacency of mind, which 
arifes from the confcioufnefs of 
having been faithful in thy Service, 
and obedient to thy will. And, fince 
thou haft been gracioufly pleafed 
to make thy Service the moft per- 
feft freedom, and the praftice of 
our duty fo conducive to our pre- 
fentaswellas future well-being; O 
make me (lead fa ft and immovable 
in the ways of thy laws, and in the 
works of thy commandments ; that, 
having faithfully ferved thee in this 
life, I may at laft be found meet to 
be a partaker of the Inheritance of 
the Saints in light, through thefole 
Merits and Interceflion of our eter- 
nal Advocate and Mediator, Jefus 
Chrift. Amen. 

f A Prayer for the diftrejfed> &c. 

WHILE I thus pray for my- 
fclf, fuffer me, O gracious 

Lord, 
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Lord, to offer up my fervent fup* 
plications for fuch of my fellow 
creatures, as may at this moment be 
in want of thy fatherly prote&ion. 
Have mercy upon all thofe who 
never pray forthemfelves, but with* 
out the Knowledge of thee, my 
God, plunder and perfecute thofe 
whom thou haft made. Support 
and comfort the unhappy and dif- 
treffed, wherever they may be found; 
wipe away their tears, and pour 
balm into their hearts. Relieve all 
that are troubled in mind or con- 
fcience ; all that are in danger of 
falling into defpair; all that are in 
any dangerous Error ; all that, like 
myfelf, are in prifon and adverfity; 
all that are in Slavery or in Exile; 
-all that are persecuted for righteouf- 
nefji' fake— give them grace tQ im- 
prove under their fufferjngs, and 
grant them an happy Iflue out of 
all their affli&iofis. 

Lord, GmQify the miferies of this 
Life, and in particular the punish- 
ments 
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merits of thofe, who have fallen ixir 
to the hancjU of Jufliqe for their .off. 
fences ; fan&ify them, I pray tfiee, 
to the everlalling benefit qf thofe 
thatfuffer. Give unto all Sipner$ 
fucha fepfe pf thy .difpleafure, that 
they may flee from Sip,, as from the 
face of a Serpent, and lofe no time 
in regaining thy favor and Salvation. 

Blefs our gracious Sovereign, 
and all the JVIagift rates of tins realpi; 
remove from my heart, all refent- 
jnent againft thofe, that have 
fought me to this place, pr feii- 
t^pced me xo this folitary I^n^i/opr 
meat ; and make me fenfiblp, th^t 
this bpdily cpnftraint is well s^lcu- 
lat^.to bjing me to a IpSowledgc qf 
ipyjelf, that I may not he given p\$er 
tp everlafting ppniftiment }p the 
d»y of univerlal recompense. 

For thus ftpppipg me ip themicift 
of my Sips, I blefs arid praife thy 
holy name, Gr<tnt that 1 may daily 
be moK firmly fettled in the belief 

pf% My wwd, #M in-.that w>ft 

com- 
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comfortable doQrine for diftreffed 
Sinners, the propitiatory Sacrifice 
of our Lord and Saviour Jefus 
Chrift ; into whofe hands I refign 
myfelf, my Soul and body, f6r thou 
haft redeemed me, O Lord thoa 
God of Truth. Amen. 



: A Prayer Jbr imflri/bned Debtors. 

O Almighty God, who looked 
down upon ail the Sons of 
men* with mercy and pity, I befeech 
thee to accept the prayers of me thy 
Servant, who am now feparated 
from Society, and weighed down 
with Sorrow and Affliction; The 
debt which I owe to thee has racrea* 
fed to a great fize ; give me thy 
Grace to difcharge it in the bcft 
manner I am able. Yet it is not in 
me, O Lord, to offer any equal re* 
turn for thy Mercy ; daily have 
been my offences* and hnperteft my 
+- re* 
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repentance. Let me, then, lay be* 
fore thee the merits of my Saviour, 
Who came purpofely into the world, 
that he mignt fave finners. Through 
him I fupplicate the pardon of my 
Sins— for there is none other name, 
given among men^ whereby we can 
be faved. 

If I. have offended againft my 
neighbours by ignorance, carelefs- 
nefs, or defign, O blot out my tranf- 
greflions, and deliver me from eter* 
nal punifhment. Give me an op* 
portunity, by my future diligence, 
and more intenfe application to 
that Bufinefs and Employment, 
which thou haft allotted me in life, 
of making up for any loffes or dif- 
trefTes I may have brought upon 
them ; and let thy good Spirit turn 
their hearts to pity, to forgive, and 
to relieve me. And if any {hall 
have bebaved towards me with un-, 
neceflary fe verity and rigour, bellow 
upon me Tuch a portion of Chriftian 
benevolence, as to forgive them 

with 
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wfdif all fincerity of heart. £ ! rtgraft 
upon- my Soul all that meeknefs 
and contentednefs, that patience 
and refignation, with which the Sa- 
viour 1 of the world frore pairi and 
fuffering. And though; With for row 
and corifufion of face, 1 corifefs' if, 
I have not at all times held faft my 
Integrity, yet do thou, Father oF 
merciei'and God of all comfort, ac- 
cept the repentance of a heart, that 
fincerely returns to thee; and give 
She' that peace', which paffeth all un- 
cterftanding. And this I beg fbi 
Jefus ChrhTsfake. Am0U , 

A Prayer in Cortjinemenij *" 

Holy Lord God • whd vtottl£ 
eft; riot the deathpf a Sunier, 
but rather that he fhduld' turn frotri 
His wicketiriefs and liv'e'i Lord, con- 
vert my Soul, rem6ye my.5ins r and 
frame my heart, afftfcliorfi, arid 'life; 

a'cccwd- 

... . . ■ ,. ■ • t • ■• 

* Art of Patience by the Author of the Whole 
tJuty of Man. 
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according to thy blefled will. Thou 
who heareft the poor, and defoifeft 
jiot^he wretched captive, vint all 
that are bound : Lord, hear them in 
an acceptable time, and help theifi. 
in the day of Salvation : preferve 
the opprefied and defpifed of mefi : 
Fay unto the prifoners, Go forth, 
and to them that are in darlcnefe, 
ftiew yourfelves : bind up the bro- 
ken hearted, proclaim liberty to th6 
Captives, ana open the pTifbn to 
them that are fhutup l comfort them 
taht mourn, let their deep fighing 
come before thee ; and according to 
the greatnefs of thy power, preferve 
thou them that are appointed to 
die. 

Lord, lift thou up my head, en- 
large my feet and bring me out oF 
all bondage, that I may live to ferve 
and praife thee in the Aflembly of 
thy Servants : However thou plea- 
feft to difpofe of me, let all my fiif* 
fcriugs redound to thy .Glory, and 
my own Salvation ; give me patience 
R to 



i8£ Prayers 

to endure, and a conftancy to de» 

Eend on thee, a firm faith to appre- 
end thy promifes, and a hope to 
.expe6l thy faving health : conlider 
jcny weaknefs, and lay no more upon 
"me, than thou wilt enable me to 
bear chearfully : fanftify my afflic- 
tions, and make them good to me 
in the fruits of righteoufnefs, which 
thou haft laid up for all thofe that 
reft on thee. Hear me, O Lord, 
and let my cry come unto thee, and 
have mercy upon me. Amen* > 

A Prayer for Patience. * 

OMoft gracious God, let not the 
Spirit of Impatience poffefs 
me, whereby I may in any meafure 
incur thy difpleafure : Thou art my 
Maker, O let me not ftrive with 
thee, I am the work of thine hands, 
and therefore with thee there is-no 
-contending. If I provoke thee, by 

ftruggling 

* Frtm tjie fame. 
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flruggling under the yoke of afflic- 
tion, the End thereof will be gall to 
my mouth, and bitternefs to my 
conference. But, O Lord, it is not 
my punilhment thou purfueft after : 
it is my repentance, and amendment 
of life ; and what thou art pleafed 
to inflift upon me, is only to recall 
me to my duty ; which, when Ihave ; 
perfeftly learnt, I know thou will 1 
fully reward and recompenfe my* 
patience, that I may poffefs my own 
Souiin the day of the Lord, Jefus. 
O thou who art the wife difpofer 
^of all things, both in Heaven and 
jEarth, let me look up to thee, from 
whence cometh affiiaion, and then: 
infpeft my own heart, where I fhall. 
find out the real caufe : O let no- 
thing then feem to perplex me, which, 
thou,, in thy good pleafure, knoweft. 
to be advantageous, but let me ever 
be content to drink of the bitterefi 
cup of affliftion which thou haft al-. 
lotted me. O let thy good Spirit 
dill ftrive with me, and draw me 
R 2 ' unto 
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unto thee with the cords of thy 
love. It is of thy tender mercies 
that I am not contained, but I know 
that thy compafton fails not towards 
poor and wretched Sinners* Lord ! 
give me grace to perform, this duty, 
stnd fay of my affliction, as thou O 
Jfcfus ! didft of thy bitter cup and 

1>affion— Father ? if it he thy will, 
et this cup pafs from me: yet not 
my will but thine be done. Amtiu 

A^ preparatory Prayprfor the 
Judgment to coma * 

O Almighty Lord God, wha 
hail appointed a day wherein 
thou wilt bring all the world to 
Judgment, wkh every focret thing, 
whether it be good or whether it be 
"evil-: make me to try my Soul, daily 
and hourly, at the bar o^ my awn 
conference, that, accufing and judg- 
ing royfelf for my Sins and Tranf- 

greflions, 

• From tlj* fame 
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greflions, andfuffering patiently the 
Sentence of an earthly court, thou 
mayeft not condemn me at thy 
dreadful Tribunal. Lord; let that 
remarkable di&y be often in my 
thoughts-, that: the fear of it andthee', 
may be ever before my Eyes. Give 
me an earneft defrre, and: a, careful 
endeavour, to reform thoPe Evil 
A6iions that have brought this im- 
prisonment upon me, to dirett all 
my ways,.and to-order the courfeof 
my future life, according to the 
rule and* precepts of thy holy wordU 
let it be: my utmoft care and dili- 
gence, to have a> good confcisncs 
uxall thiags, andfotolive, that, my 
life being appnoved of by thee, my 
deathimay be happy, and my ap- 
pearance before thee, in the day of 
thy. coming, furrounded* with Joy 
and comfort. 

Grant, that die merit of thy demli*. 

and virtue of thy iefurre&ioji, O 

btefled Saviour, may both mortify 

all my finfuland corrupt affe&ions, 

R3 and 
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and raife me to the life of righteouf- 
nefs, that dying to fin, and govern- 
ed here by thy power, and hereafter 
acquitted by tny final Sentence, I 
may at laft arrive to a perfect union 
with thee, with a full view and Eter- 
nal Enjoyment of thee, and thy 
bleffed prefence. Grant this, 6 
merciful Father, for Jefus ChrifTs 
fake. Amen. 

A Prayer in Exile', f 

OLord God f Lord of the Moun- 
tains and Vallies, Land and 
Sea, and the God of the Exiled and 
Out-caft ; thou doft with much pa- 
tience behold oppreflion and wrong, 
until the meafures of Iniquity be 
filled up : O Lord, behold the 
preffures of me thy poor, defpifed, 
and dejefted Servant ; doubly de- 
leted, in having, by my offences, 
Drought royfelf inta this forlorn 

Situation, 
. . . ■ • 

f From the fame. 
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Situation. Thy mercy and gracious 
audience of the afflifted is not con- 
fined to any .place ; every place is 
equally near Heaven, and wherever 
men lift up pure hands and hearts,, 
worfhipping thee in Spirit and in> 
Truth, thou art there prefent'to 
hear and help them. Lord, thou 
feefi good to permit me % to the powd- 
er of men to exercife me, yet can 
they not fhut thy merciful Ears 
againft me ; O let my complaints 
therefore come before thee ; let thy 
word lead me in thy way, and let 
thy good fpirit direa me. 

Lord, leave me not deftitute and 
cqmfortlefs in my affli£iions ; be my 
Guide and Help in this earthly 
pilgrimage and Valley of Tears* 
unto, and Jn, the hpyr which, thou 
haft appointed to take me hqnce, 
into ; the, incorruptible and undefiled 
Inheritance, which ;thou, by thy 
power, haft refer ved in' Heaven for 
$11 believers : where no hand of the 
oppreffor can reach, and where (hall 
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be no curfe, no fin, no fear of for- 
feiture. Into which no Enemy {hall 
he admitted^ and from which no- 
Inhabitant fhallr be caft out. Lord, 
hear and help me ; Lord, have mcf~ 
cy upon mc, and gran* me that 
whidh I afk according to thy will*, 
and that which I IhouW afk, which 
thou knoweft beft for me, thro* the 
infinite merits of the Son of thy 
Love, the Author and finiftier o# 
our Salvation* Jefus Chrift the 
righteous* Amen. 

A Prayer for an fiappy death, t 

OMoftgreat and mighty Godt 
in whofe hands are the i flues 
of Life, and Death ! Thou ordered 
aft things by thy infinite power and 
wifdom, ana haft appointed for all 
men once to die j, and after this fftort 
Mfe is ended, hjift, of * thy infinite 
Goodncfe, provided for thy faitbfol 

Servants 

* |W. Melmoth, Efq. 
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Servants a State of endlefs Blifs and 
Happinefs. O make rue truly fenr 
fible of the frailty and uncertainty: 
of my life ; and teach me fo to num- 
ber my days, that I may apply my* 
heart unto true wifdora, L«t not; 
Death ever furpri^e vm unawares,, 
or find me in a. (late unprovided* 
Bat grant that I may live in fuch a. 
conftant preparation for my latter 
End [[and (b diligently improve my: 
time m this confinement"] that how* 
fuddenly foe ver thou (bait bepleafed 
to take me out of this world, I may- 
be found ready and prepared for: 
that great account which 1 muft one 
day give before the Judgment Se*r 
of Chrift. Enable me, by the AJBflt* 
aetice of thy Grace and holy Spirit, 
tofinifli tble great workoS my- Sal* 
\ation b«fo^e the night canvas vrbeHi 
no man can; work, and tor lay trpal 
good foundation c^f Hope and Com-, 
fort againfl the hour of my death ; 
that whert the time of my departure 
(hall, come* I may look back upon a. 
' . weli- 
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well-fpent life with Joy and Com- 
fort, and may meet death without 
fear. 

Look upon me, O moft gracious 
God, when the time of my diffolu- 
tiori draws nigh, as a reconciled 
Father in;Chrift Jefus. Speak peace 
unto my confcience, iand fay unto 
my Soul, " I am the God of thy Sal- 
vation." 'Let not the cruel Enemy 
of Souls affrighten me with his ter- 
rors \ "but £tve thy holy Afagels 
charge over me, to keep me out of 
his hands, and let the comforts of 
thy holy Spirit cheer and refrefti my 
Soul) in its paflage through this 
Vale of tears and mifery to a happy 
Eternity*: . • ; 

k\ Xlord ! leave me not to myfelf 
ki that time of diftrefs, when I (hall 
ftandfomuchinneedofthee.*. Con* 
firrpmy faith; fupport me in my 
dying agonies; and forfake me not 
when my ftrength faileth.' Let thy 
merciful Ears, O God, be then open 
to my prayers ; and fpare mt 9 O 

Lord 
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moil holy, O God mod mighty, O 
holy and merciful Saviour, thou 
raoft worthy Judge eternal ! fuffer 
me not at my lafl hour, through any 
pains of body, or weaknefs pfmind, 
to renounce my dependence upon 
thee. But grant, O merciful Far 
ther, that, with an humble reliance 
on thy mercies, and the infinite me- 
rits of my dear Redeemer, and with 
an entire fubmiflion to thy bleffed 
will, I may cheerfully refign up my 
Soul into thy hands, and may be 
willing and even defirous to leave 
this world, when thou, my God, in 
thy great wifdom, flialt fee it fitting. 
O Lord ! let me never be fepafa- 
ted from thee : but grant that my 
Soul may be fo united to thee, who 
art the fullnefs of all Happinefs, by 
the ftrongeft ties of Faith, Love, 
and Obedience ; that after a Life 
fpent here in jhy Service, I may 
dwell with thee in Life everlafting, 
and be received into thofe manfions 
of eternal blifs and glory,* which 

thou 
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thou haft prepared for them that 
truly love and fear thee ; through 
the merits and for the fake, of thy 
beloved Son, Jefus Chrift, our only 
Lord and Saviour. Amen. 

A Prayer for condemned Criminals, 
by Bifhop Wilfon. 

OGod whofe Judgments againft 
all obftinate offenders are moft 
fevere and terrible, and whofe mer- 
cies are infinite towards all thofe 
who with hearty repentance and 
true faith turn unto Thee ; look 
down we befeech Thee with an Eye 
of pity on thefe perjbns now lying 
under the Sentence of Death ready 
to be executed upon them. 

In the midft of Judgment, remem- 
ber mercy, and let thy power and 
tender compaflion be ihewed in 
their conversion, as thy Tuftice has 
appeared in their condemnation. 
% "Give them a true Senfe of all the 
tranfgreffions of their lives paft, 

and 



for Prif oners. 19$ 

and especially of thofe fins that have 
brought this Judgment upon them ; 
that their consciences being awaken- 
ed by the near approach of Death, 
they may call their ways tp remem- 
brance, and turn to Thee in weep- 
ing, fafting, and praying'. And tne 
gracious God be merciful unto therri 
in the free pardon of all their Sins ! 
Bleffed God, and lover of Souls, 
let the forrowful iighing of the pri- 
foners come before Thee, and by 
the greatnefs of thy power preferve' 
Thou thofe that are appointed to 
die. We know, O Lord, that there 
is no word irnpoffible with Thee, 
and that it is not always much time 
and knowledge, but thy Grace, 
which fits men for Heaven, whieh 
we humbly pray Thee to vouchfafe 
to thefe thy poor creatures, who 
have no hopes but in thy great mer- 
cy in Jefus Chrift ; for whofe fake 
we pray Gold td hear us ; and at the" 
hour of death and in the day of 
Judgment,' good Lord deliver Usv 
S And 
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And fan&ify we moll humbly be- 
feech Thee, thefe Examples to this 
whole land, that we may all fee that 
it is indeed an evil thing and bitter 
to forfake the Lord ; and that we 
may teach our Children and our 
Houfeholds, to fear God always; 
that they may continue thine ever 
until they come to thine everlafling 
Kingdom, through Jefus Chrift our 
Lord and Saviour. Amen* 

f The per/ons for whom the above 
prayer was intended being cofr 
demned for Burglary andRobb'ery, 
the Bi/Iiop added an- Exhortation 
zvhich is here abridged. 

AND now we have charitably 
offered up our prayers to God 
in behalf of thefe poor prifoners* it 
will be a proper time to fpeak of 
the crime for which they are to fuffer 
death. And.it is a matter ferioufly 
to be lamented by this generation 
that t^c Vice of Stealing is now be- 
come 
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come top common. That nothing 
maybe wanting on our parts towards 
curing this Evil, I will, in as plain a 
manner as may be, (hew you the 
great Evil of this Vice. 

This is a grievous fin on many 
accounts. It does great difhonour 
to the providence of God, as if God 
could not provide for his creatures 
without their taking evil courfes to 
get what they want. We know what 
a reproach it would be to. the Maftgr 
of a family, if his Servants Ihould 
Ileal to get themfelves bread ; and 
will not God be as much difpleafed 
with his Servants, when they bring 
fo great a fcandal on his Providence, 
which takes care of all his creatures 
and does the bell for them ? 

It is true Gorl has made fome 
poor and fome rich ; but then he 
has commanded the rich to take 
care of the poor out of the plenty he 
bus given them, which if they do, 
S2 W he 
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lie will reward them ; and if they 
negleft to do fo, they wiH.fqfter for 
it. On the other hand he has com- 
manded the poor to be contented 
with their condition and not to de- 
fire by unjuft ways to better it, but 
to depend upon his providence and 
promife, that they fhall not want 
what is needful for them ; and that 
he will make them a great amend? 
in the next world for what they want 
in this. 

Now,, if men will not believe 
God, nor truft his promifeS, but will 
jtajce evil courfes for what they want, 
they ptovoke him to lt&V€ iheffi td 
their own ways, and then they Toon 
bring reproach and ruin upon their 
name and family ; they for the mod 
part continue .poor* befides ; and 
what is moll fad, they take the way 
to n>ake the next life more miferabl* 
than this. 

Bujuherc is another thing which 
m (howld 
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fhould make all men to abhor this 
Vice, and that is, the great difficulty 
of repenting truly of it* Moft peo- 
ple hope, lometime or other to fe- 
pent them of their Sins, tho* few 
confider how hard it is to forfake 
any one Vice to which one is ac- 
culiomed ; but efpecially to repent 
of this (in is very hard ; for it is dif- 
ficult, very difficult to flefh and 
blood, to a(k forgivenefs, to reftare 
ill-gotten goods, or to make fatisfac- 
tion to thofe who have been wrong- 
ed ; and yet this is a part of true re- 
pentance, that people fhould as 
much as is in their power, utfd<> 
what they have done amifs. 

Is it needful to tell you th#t this 
Vice is grievous upon another ac- 
count ; that it caufes unchriftian 
Quarrels, heart-burnings, arid dif- 
£ontent amongft neighbours; is art 
occafidn that honeft people are with* 
out caqfe fufpe&ed, and evil reports 
raifed on fucn as do notjgleferve 
S3 ^ihem, 
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them, to the1>reach of Charity and 
good neighbourhood ? In fhort ; 
it brings Sin, and Shame, and fome- 
times Death, you fee, upon people 
here ; and without repentance, 
death eternal hereafter. And tho' 
thofe people who are addi£ied to 
pilfering do always hope never to 
oe difcovered, yet few efcape ; foon- 
er or later the providence of God 
brings them either to ihame or pu- 
nilhment. 

The mod effe£lual way of curihg 
this Vice as well as moll others, is 
to let people {ee the necefiity, the 
fatisfaftion and the advantage of 
bringing up their Children and Ser- 
vants in the fearot God and under 
a Seofe of his all- feeing Eye. 

Shame and Death are dreadful 
things; but yet they are not of pow- 
er to keep men from Sin, without 
the fear of God be in their hearts. 
And ^people are not bred up in 
PI tho 
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the fear of God, it is next to a mi- 
racle if they ever turn out well ; fo 
that rich and poor fhould all aim at 
this, to teach their Children the 
ways of Piety and Virtue. 

People may be poor and not 
able to give their Children learning; 
but in a Chrilltan country none can 
poflibly want means of having them 
inftru£ted in things neceflary to 
Salvation; for want of which many 
are ruined without fufpe&ing the 
danger. 

If, after inftilling proper princi* 
pies, people would be careful to 
punilh and difcountenance all ap- 
pearance of this Evil we are fpeak- 
ing of, many would live orderly who 
are now a burthen to the land. But 
God knows, there are fome feeds 
and branches ofthis Evil which men 
do not think fit to difcountenance; 
not confidering, that the greateft 
Sinners began at firft ttflffclefTer 

^nirimes. 
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crimes. Judas was at firft a Thief, 
at laft he betrayed his Mafter, and 
then hanged nimfelf. So furely 
does one vice make way for another, 
if not in time prevented : which 
fhould be a warning to fuch as live, 
or fuffer their Children to live, in a 
courfe of Sin without advice or cor- 
reflion. 

Remember well the advice of 
Solomon, u The rod and reproof 
give wifdom ; but a child left to 
himfelf bringeth his parents to 
Shame." Let them learn from your 
Example to fhun, to hate a Vice, 
which is fo dangerous and fo fliame- 
fill. But above all, let them know 
that it is a fin that will ruin their 
Souls. It is true, it is a fad thing 
to be expofed to fhame, to come to 
an untimely end, but it is much 
more dreadful to be (hut out of 
Heaven. 



•*r 



dude:— ■ Without the 
Grace 
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Grace of God all your Endeavours 
will be to no purpofe.; : tli<*r^fore .<Jo 
not fail to pray couftantly for your 
children, that the fear of God may 
ever be with them, to Jceep them 
from eiyery evil way. Amen. 



In the Year 1746, a young woman 
was murdered in the Ifle of Man 
by a per/on by whom (hi zpas preg- 
nant, and for which he was can* 
demr^e^ and executed, pn this 
melancholy occqfion the good $ifhop 
/'This cirad&r Utter, afwjiifh 

the following is a fm* & { m 

Clergy:— 

WE having at this time ft 
mournful Inftance before 
us of an unhappy man under the 
righteous Sentence of condemnation 
for the dreadful $in of Murder at- 
tended with uncommon circunu 
fiances of the moil barbaroM era. 

^clty; 
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city ; let us confider, I befeech you, 
what God will expe& t efpecially of 
us his minifters, upon this Occasion; 
what good we may probably do, 
and what future evils we may hope 
through the Grace of God to pre- 
vent, by plainly and affe&ionately 
laying before our people the true 
caufes which lead to fuch dreadful 
Sins. 

The Apollle tells us that when 
men will not retain Grod in their 
knowledge, but have *cafl: off the 
fear of God, God will give them up 
to "a reprobate mind, or a mind void 
ofjudgraent, fo as to commit all 
Iniquity with Greedinefs. This was 
the cafe of this unhappy man ; he 
had grieved the holy Spirit of God, 
by which he had been fanftified at 
Baptifm ; he call off the fear of God 
and grieved his holy Spirit till he 
was left tohimfelf, and to that evil 
fpirit, who goes about feeking whom 
he mut ruin, finding them from 
^ ; under 
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under God's cfpecial prote&ion; 
and we fee how it ended. 

And this, or fome fuch fad con- 
fequence, will be the cafe of every 
Sinner, who catting off the fear of 
God continues to live in any known 
fin whatever. 

,If people will take themfelves 
from under God's proteftion, by 
leaving off to pray daily to God, — 
if they fall into a carelefs -and idle 
way of living, run into loofe and 
wicked company, hear profane peo- 
ple make a mock ofiin ; if they fall 
into an habit of profaning the Lord's 
day, by idleriefs, (infill diverfions 6fl 
neg!e£ling the public worlhip of 
God ; thefe things will certainly* 
grieve thp holy Spirit of God, by 
which alone we can .be kept from 
the ways of fin and damn^jtio.n. ; > 



-We have^here .thgff.&)rlft.a..;gQbd 

Young 
*eople, 



opcafion of .. admonifliing. Young 

re< 
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People, whether men or women, to 
take care of the beginnings of fin. 
No body is exceeding wicked all at 
once ; the devil is too cunning to 
ftartle men with temptations to great 
and frightful crimes at firft ; but if 
he can tenftpt them to leave off their 
prayers, to take God's name in vain, 
to drink, to fwear, to hear filthy dif- 
courfe, to fpeak of the vices of 
others with pleafurCj &c. • he wili 
fooh tempt them ii> Crimes of a 
damning nature. 

Little did thefe unhappy people 
think what it would end in \*hen 
they gave thfcmfelveslip tc*a liberty 
of uncleannefs and whoredom ; fins, 
God knows, too, too common a- 
mongftus, too lightly fpoken and 
thought of, too often made a jeft 
of ; and yet we fee? if ended moft 
dreadfully.- 

- This fad Inftante, toy brethren, 
with your plafo and whotefbmfc 

, advice 
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advice and inftru£Hons upon it, 
whilft this unhappy man continues 
amongft us,, together with all our 
prayers, may through God*s Grate* 
put a Hop to tfaefe fins of impurity 
and fornication and avert the Guilt 
and Judgments that will follow* if 
not thus prevented. 

In order to this, Young WotMK 
Ihould be made fenfible oi the great 
Goodnefs of God, in impjjmtiftg 
modeiiy in the Sex, for a gu^rdana 
fecurity of their Innocency apd Hap* 

f)inefs ; lb that when a Wonwn onfic 
ofes her Modefty fhe lays herfelt 
open to every fin which the devil 
or wicked men can tempt her to. 
Young Women therefore Ihould bft 
plainly told that; if they will giv$ eafc 
to lewd difcourfes, to filthy Compaq 
uy, this will end in undqt liberties 
andjthofe, too likely, will end in the 
loft of their reputation; and chaftity, 
i£ not of tb^jr Souls. 
^ t Above 



206 Exhortation 

Above all they ought to be warn- 
ed againft beirig tempted to violate 
their chaftity by promifes of Mar- 
riage, tho' backed by Oaths ancj 
Curfes : thefe promifes are feldom 
kept, and if kept they are, often at- 
tended wiih Jealoufy, Shame, and 
an uncomfortable life. 



A woman mull be deftitute of 
common Senfe as well as of Grace 
and Modefty, who will be prevailed 
on to believe that any man values 
her for any thing but his luft, who 
attempts to make a whore ol her J 



Young 'Men alfo fhould be adma- 
nifbed, at the peril of their Souls, 
flot to tempt the Chaftity of. p<?or 
thoughtlefs creatures, tothe.lpfs of 
their credit, of their happjriefs, in 
this ' world, and to the hazard 1 of 
their Souls in the world to cortie* 
The pleafure is-fliort; th» guilt 'ol 
■ it 
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h is great, and muft be wiped away 
by a long and bitter repentaacie or 
attended with eternal damtratioifc 
Xet them therefore* be advrfed to* 
eonfider how great thi* fin is, fince 
God has mercifully provided a- re- 
medy for fucb as cannot live fingle ;, 
*' Marriage being honourable in all r 
a«nd the bed* widefiled" ; and there- 
fore 4< Whoremongers and Adulter- 
ers God has declared he will judge/* 

You will now alfo have an affeft- 
ing occafion of exhorting fuch r pa- 
rents as have any concern for them- 
fel ves or their Children, to take great 
care of their Children's manners, of 
the company they keep ; — to bring 
them up in the fear of God and in 
a fenfe of his all-feeing Eye;— to 
keep them ftri&ly from profaning 
the Lord's day, and negle&ing the 
. public fervice of the Church, which 
is generally the beginning of moft 
jEvjls;— to warn their daughters 
T 2 early 
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early of the danger of beMjg deluded 
*nd ruined by lewd men, never 
forgetting what the Spirit of God 
affures us, that a Child left to her** 
felf will bring her patents to Shatne^ 
-trad Sorrow too^ 



* Prayers by Bifoop Wilfon *n Iht 
dboiic Occajton^ 

ALMIGHTY God, who by thy 
Grace and Providence halt 
brought this perfon^now under Sen- 
tence of Death, to glorify thee fox 
bringing -his great and crying Sins 
to light, in an open amd : free eon- 
feflion of them, and in acknowledg- 
ing the Juflice of that Sentence 
■paffed upon him for fchem ; wemoft 
humbly befeech thee to continue 
thy grace and mercy to him % that 
his confeience being awakened by 
the near approach of DeatH, he may 
taJJ bis ways to rci3PWmbrance 

and 
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and confefs and bewail and abhor, 
*U the Sins of his life paft. And, 
X) merciful God, give him true re- 
pentance for them, even that re- 
pentance to which thou haft pronaifed 
mercy and pardon, that his Death 
may be a b Idling to him, and that 
he may find mercy at the great day 
through the merits and mediation 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift. Amen* 



f A Prayer againjl dcjfrair. 

O Father of Mercies and God of 
all comfort, who by thy blef- 
fed Son haft declared that all fins 
fhall be forgiven unto the fons of 
men upon their true repentance, let 
this moft comfortable word fupport 
the Spirit of this thy fervant under 
the Sentence of Death, agamft the* 
temptations of the Devil, and the 
fears that may pofTefs his Soul. 
Though his Sins are great they 
T 3 cannot 
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.cannot be too great for thy nfercy, 
which is infinite. O give him true 

.repentance for all the Errors of his 
life pa ft, and ftedfaft faith in thy 
Son JefusChrift, jthat his fins may 

.be done away by thy mercy, and 

.his pardon fealed in heaven before 
he go hence; through the merits 

.of the fame Jefus Chrift our Lord* 
Amen* 



% A Thank/giving for a rcleoft 
Jrom Impzfanment* 



OLord God of my Salvation 
who art indeed the Hope of 
all that put their Truft in thee, 
. and who in thy own , good time 
doft relieve them from all the 
miferies of life, how* gratefully 

doth 
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doth my heart bJefs and praife 
thee for bringing me to the End 
of this dreary and folkary con- 
finement* , San&ify, I befeech thee, 
all thofe ferious reflexions that 
have arifen in my mind during 
this long reparation from the 
world ; and give me grace to 
perform all thofe good refoluti- 
ons which 1 have formed in this 
Solitude. Grant that this may 
be the beginning of a new life to 
me, that I may conftantly endea- 
vour for the future to reaeem my 
mifoent hours, and correft and 
foriake all the Errors, Crimes, 
and Mifdcmeanours of my for- 
mer life. O ftrengthen me with 
thy good Spirit, give me a lively 
Faith, an invincible and conftant 
perfeverance in this race, that 
thou mayft fay to me as thou 
didft to the Supplicant in the 
Gofpel — Thy Sins are forgiven 
tkee : and that 1 may at length 
obtain the reward of everlafting 

life 
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life even a crown «of > dory, 
which thou haft piomifed by 
-thy Blefled Son our '■ Saviour 
Jefus Chrift — to whom with the 
rather and the iialy Spirit be 
all honour and Glory 4or ever. 
Amen. 
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